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CHAPTER II. 
Some account of the Society in Eng- 


land for propagating the Gofpel 


in New-England, and parts ad- 
jacent in America—Of the feitle- 
ment of the Indians at Natick, 
and forming themfelves into a 
body politic, under the diredion 
of Mr. Eliot—They defire to be 
formed into a church ; elders and 
brethren of neighboring churches 
convene upon the occafion, and 
examine their qualifications —The 
relation and confeffion of an In- 
dian at this meeting—Rev. Rich. 
ard Mather’s remarks upon the 
appearance of the Indians at the 
time the council met to examine 
them. 


A S many good people in Eng- 
land were very attentive to 
the benevolent defign of propa- 


gating the gofpel in New-Eng- 


land, and parts adjacent in Ame- | 








rica; and asthe Parliament, the 
ruling power, for a feafon, after 
the death of King Charles the 
Firft, incorporated a fociety for 
this excellent purpofe, and encou- 
raged contributions through the 
kingdom for a permanent fund ; 
juftice requires, that in fuch an 
hiftorical effay as the prefent, fome 
account fhould be given of thefe 
tranfactions ; and particularly that 
an honorable mention fhould be 
made of the focicty, who were 
faithful to their truft, and render- 
ed all the pecuniary aid in thejr 
power to enable the New-Englith 
miffionaries to go on with the 
work they had begun among the 
heathen, and were encouraged to 
profecute by confiderable fucceis 
which appeared at an early period. 

I do not yet learn who firtt 
made the propofal for collec- 
tions for this good work; nor 
who firft made application to the 
Parliament for incorporating a 
fociety, to whofe management 
the monies that might be colle&- 
ed, fhould be entrutted. 

Mr. Hutchinfon* informs, that 
“ befides Mr. Edward Winflow of 





* Hitt. Maffa. v. i. p. 163. 
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Plymouth, (who was in London 
agent for the Maffachufetts) Mr. 
Pelham and others forwarded the 
colieGions in England : And Ju- 
ly 27, 1649,* the Parliament paf- 
fed au act, or ordinance, for the 
advancement of this good work, 


the following breviate whereof | 
|there fhall be a corporation in 


was printed. 


‘“ Wuereas the Commons of | 


England, affembled in Parliament, 
have received certain intelligence 
from civers godly minillers, and 
others in New-England, that di- 


vers of the heathen natives, thro’ , 


the pious care of fome godiy Eng- 
li, who preach the gofpel to 
them ia their own Indianlanguage, 


not only of barbarous, are become | 


_John Stone, and Edward Win- 


civil, but many of them forfake 
their accuftomed charms and for- 

evies, and other fatanical delu- 
fions, do now call upon the name 
of the Lord, and give good tefti- 
mony of the power of God draw- 
ing them from death and darknefs 
to the life and light of the glori- 
ous gofpel of Jefus Chrift, which 
appears by their lamenting with 
tears their mifpent lives ; teaching 
tizeir children what they are in- 
firuGed themfelves ; being careful 
to place them in godly families, 
and Englifh fchools ; betaking 
themfelves to one wife, putting 
away the reft; and by their con- 
flant prayers to almighty God, 
morning and evening in their fam- 
ilies, expreffed, in all appearance, 











[Juvy, 


with that expedition as is defired, 
unlefs fit inftruments be encour- 
aged and maintained to purfue it, 
{chools and clothing be provided, 
and many other neceffaries. 


«© Be it therefore enacted by 


‘the prefent Parliament, that for 


the furthering fo good a work, 


England, confifting of fixtcen, viz. 
a prefident, treafurer, and fourteen 
afiftants ; and that William Steel, 
Efq. Herbert Pelham, Efq. James 
Sherley, Abraham Babington, Ro- 
bert Houghton, Richard Hutch- 
infon, George Dun, Robert Tom- 


‘fon, William Mullins, John Hodg- 
' fon, Edward Parks, Edward Clud, 


Richard Lloyd, Thomas Aires, 


flow, citizens of London, be the 
firft fixteen perfons, out of whom 
the faid fixteen perfons, or the 
greater number of them hall 
choofe one of the faid fixteen to 
be prefident, another to be treaf- 
urer.—T hey, or any nine of them 
to appoint a common feal. 

“ And be it enated, that a 
general colleétion be made, for 
the purpofes aforefaid, thro’ all 
England and Wales; and that 
the minifters read this a&, and 
exhort the people to a cheerful 
contribution to fo pious a work. 

Hex. Scospettr, 
Cleric. Parlia.”’ 


By* 2& of Parliament, this cor- 
poration was called by the name 


with much devotion and zeal of | of The Prefidnt and Soctety for 


heart. 

« All which confidered, we 
cannot, but in behalf of the na- 
tion we reprefent, rejoice, and give 


the propagation of the Gofpel in 


New-England : They were em- 


| powered to receive fuch fums of 


money as from time to time fhould 














glory to God for the beginning | be colleéted, or raifed by the libe- 
of fo glorious a propagation of | ral contributions of fuch, whofe 
the gofpel among thefe poor hea- | hearts God fhould incline to fo 
then, which cannot be profecuted | glorious a work. It was by the 





* Morton's Memorial under A. D. * Morton’s Memorial under the year 
-« ‘i 
449. 1649. 
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* As fome readers of this Magazine 
may not be acquainted with the hiftory 
of the union of the New-England colo- 
nies, and of the defign of the appoint- 
ment of commiffioners and of the bufi- 
nefs affigned them, I fhall give fome 
brief account of the origin and defign 
of this confederation. 

The dangers to which the colonies in 
New-England were expofed from nu- 
merous favage tribes, as well as foreign 
enemies, firft induced them to think of 
an alliance and confederacy for their 
mutual defence and fafety: And they 
were prompted to complete the union 
feafonably upon having fatisfying evi- 
dence that the Narraganfets, a nume- 
rous tribe, were inimical to them, were 
plotting againft them, and fecretly ufing 
their endeavors with other tribes to 
form a general confederacy to extirpate 
the Englifh. And the local fituation 
of the planters in the colonies evidently 
required fuch aa union, as they were 
fcattered over a large tract of country. 
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fame Parliament enaéted, that the 
commiffioners* for the united col- 
onies of New-England, for the 
time being, by themfelves, or fuch 





The General Affemblics therefore of | 


the four New-England colonies, viz. 
Maffachufetts, Plymouth, Connedicut, 


and New-Haven, by their commiffion- | 
ers, convened at Bofton, entered into a | 


confederation for mutual aid and de- 
fence againft their enemies, and for 
promoting the general intercft of the 
whole, both crvil and religious. 


ingly articles of union were agreed upon | 


by all the commiffioners, and figned by the 


commiffioners from three ef the colv- | 


nics, May 19,1643. The commiflion- 
ers from Plymouth omitted figning 
them at that time, as their autherity 
did not extend fo far. But being foon 
empowered by their Court, figned them 
at the meeting of the commiffioners in 
September following. 

Two commiflioners were chofen [an- 
nually I conclude) by each of the united 
colonies: They had occafional, as well 
as ftated meetings, The union fubfift- 
ed, with fome alterations, until the year 
1686, when all the charters were, in 
effe&t, vacated by a commiflion from 
King James I.—This confederation was 
of eminent fervice to the colonics in 
various refpects, 
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7 
as they fhould appoint, fhould 


have power and authority to re- 
ceive and difpofe of the faid mo. 
nies brought in, and paid to the 
faid treafurer for the time being ; 
or any other monies, goods, or 
commodities, acquired and deliv. 
ered by the care of the faid cor. 
poration at any time ; whofe re- 
ceipt or receipts of fuch perfon or 
perfons, fo authorized by them 





The commiflioners were empowered 
“to hear, cramine, weigh and deter- 
mine all affairs of war, or peace, leagues, 
aids, charges, and numbers of men for 
war—and all things of like nature, 
which are the proper concomitants or 
confequences of fuch a confederation for 
amity, offence and defence, not ftnter- 
meddling with the government of any 
of the jurifdictions, which, by a par- 
ticular article, is referved entireiy to 
themfelves.” 

They that would fee a more particu- 
lar account of this confederation may 
confult Mr. Neal’s Hift. of N. England, 
vol. i. p. 223, &c.—Governor Hutchin- 
fon’s Hiftory of the Maflachufetts, v. i. 
p- 124, &c.—and Dr. ‘Trambull’s H:f- 
tory of Connedlicut, vol. i. p. 125, &c. 
—A brief account is contained in Sec- 
retary Morton’s memorial, under the 
year 1643. 

Thefe commiffioners of the united 
colonies were appointed correfpondents 
and almoners te the corporation for the 
propagation of the gofpel among the 
Indians in New-England. They were 
to attend to the expenditure of the 
monies which the fociety fhould remit 
to them from time to time, to be em- 
ployed in fupporting miffionaries ; and 
to tranfact any bufinefs confided to 
them, relative to evangelizing the hea- 
then: And after the grant of a new 
charter by King Charles the Second, 
the fame powers and traft were contin- 
ued: This truft was held by them, till 
the charter of the Maflachufetts was 
vacated. After that, commiflioners 
were [pecially appointed by the corpo- 
ration, confifting of fome principal gen- 
tlemen of the civil order, and of the 
clergy in New-England ; and vacancies 
by death, or otherwife, have from time 
to time been filled up. 
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8 
fhould be a fufficient difcharge to 


the faid corporation and treafurer. 
The firft prefident of this cor- 
poration was William Steel, Efq. 
and the firft treafurer Mr. Henry 
Athurft. The prefident contin- 
ued in office till the reftoration. 
By the authority of this a& of 
Parliament, a colle&tion was made 
in all the parifhes in England. 
Letters at the fame time were 
ublifhed from the two univerfities 
of Oxford and Cambridge, calling 
upon the minifters of England 
aud Wales to flir up their congre- 
gations to a liberal contribution, 
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ter the promotion of fo glorious 
au undertaking. 

*Great oppofition was made to | 
the colle&tion in England : and 
the converfion of the Indians was | 
reprefented by fome as a mere | 
pretence to draw money from 
men of pious minds. Such pre- 
judices and mifreprefentations 
have been too common in the | 
Chriftian world. The work of 
collecting went on fo flowly, that 
an attempt was made to raife a 
fum out of the army. Hugh 
Peters was one of the collectors : 
But the corporation wrote to the | 
commiffioners, that he not only 
refufed to pay a penny himfelf, 
but difcouraged others, becaufe, 
as they fuppofed, he had no hand 
in laying the plan. [A cafe not 
unfrequent among high-minded 
men.] However fuch favorable 
accounts were, from time to time, 
publifhed, that fuch a fum was 
produced by the colleCtors, as en- 
abled the fociety to purchafe an | 
eflate in land of between five and 
fix hundred pounds a year. 

Upon the reftoration of king 
Charles II. in May 1660, the 
corporation confidered their char- 
ter as, in effet, vacated, being 














* Hutchinfon’s hift. v. 1. p. 165. 


{Jory, 


derived from the eftablifhment of 
the Parliament. And another 
thing that embarraffed them very 
much was, that Col. Bedding- 
ficld a Roman catholic officer in 
the king’s army, of whom a cen- 
fiderable part of the land was pur- 
chafed, feized jt for his own ufe ; 
pretending he had fold it under 
the value, in hopes of recoveri 

it upon the king’s return. 

The fociety met to confider 
what was proper to be done in 
this cafe ; and agreed, in the firft 
place, to folicit the king fora 
new charter, which they obtained 
by the intereft of fome good 


| men ; in particular, Lord Chan- 


cellor Hyde, Hon. Robert Boyle, 
Rev. Richard Baxter, and Mr. 
Afhurft. The charter bears date 
Feb. 7th, in the fourteenth year 
of his majefty’s reign, A. D. 
1661 ; and declares, conftitutes, 
and ordains, that there be forever 
hereafter, within the kingdom of 
England, a Society, or Company 
for propagation of the Gofpel in 
New-England, and the parts ad- 
jacent in America ; and according~ 
ly appoints eight noblemen, and 
a confiderable number of gentle- 
men and citizens, to be the firft 
members, and perfons, whereof 
the faid company fhould confift.+ 

The members of this fociety 
were not to exceed forty-five : 
thofe mentioned in the charter, 
and their fucceffors, to be chofen 
by the fociety, are conftituted for- 
ever one body corporate in deed, 
and name ; and are to have con- 
tinuance forever, with feveral 
powers, and privileges as ufual in 
fuch cafes : A power is likewife 
given them to appoint commif- 
fioners in New England to tranf- 
ac all affairs relating to faid work 
in the colonies fpecified, or virtue 





+ Neal, v. 1. p. 279 








3803.) 
ally included: And by the faid 
letters patents, the Hon. Robert 


Boyle, Efq. that ornament to true 
philofophy, and to Chriftianity, 


‘ was appomted the firft governor 


of the faid fociety.* This gen- 
tleman prefented three hundred 
pounds to the corporation, for 
the pious end of the inftitution. 
The corporation being thus 
éftablifhed by law, refolved to at- 
tempt the recovery of their lands. 
Gol. Beddingfield, being favored 
by the attorney general, and fome 
other great men, put the fociety 
to no fmall charge and trouble, 
by prolonging the fuit ; but at 
laft, it was determined in the 
court of chancery, in favor of the 
corporation, the chancellor declar- 
ing it as his opinion, that Bed- 
dingfield had not fo much as the 
fhadow of a title to the land, hav- 
ing fold it for a valuable confider- 
ation ; and that, if there wasa 
forfeiture in the cafe, it was into 
the hands of the king, who had 
fignified his royal pleafure, that it 
fhould be reftored to the corpora- 
tibn, and applied to thofe good 
purpofes, for which it was origin- 
ally defigned. . 
The powers of this fociety 
were limited to New England, and 
the adjacent borders. re they 
formerly maintained many miffion- 
aries, part Englifh, and part In- 
dian, to preach the gofpel to the 
tribes. They ere&ed fchools in 
per places ; and furnifhed the 
children with catechifms, primers, 
pfalters, books of devotion in the 
Indian language ; and with pens, 
ink and paper; and fomietimes 
with clothes. 
Mir. Boyle} was for a long time 
governor of the corporation: Up- 
* Neal’s hiftory of New England, p. 
280. 


+ Mr. Boyle was a moderate 
Vou. IV. No. Ned 
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on his deceafe in 1642, Robert 
Thompfon, Efg. was ele&ted as 
his fucceffor ; and after his de- 
ceafe, Sir Wm. Afhurft, Knight, 
and alderman of the city of Lon- 
don, was chofen to fucceed. In 
1726, William Thompfon, Efq. 
was governor. I have not feen a 
catalogue of his fucceffors. 

The fund “ef this corporation 
was not large. Mr. Hutchinfon, 
when he wrote his hiftory, which 
was publiffied in 1764, eftimates 
the ann eeds at fix, or fev- 
en hundred pounds fterling. Doc- 
tor Douglas, who wrote his Sumi- 
mary Hiftorical, &e. twelve or 
fifteen years before, obferves, 
“ The whole revenue of the cor- 
poration is {500 to £600 fter- 
ling per annum.” r. Neal, in 
his hiftory, which was publithed in 
1720, informs, that he was af- 
fured, from the beft hands, that 
the whole revenue of the corpora- 
tion had never then exceeded be- 
tween five and fix hundred pounds 
per annum. 

From good authority it may be 
afferted, that the revenue was ex+ 
pended with fidelity, and good 
judgment by the corporation, and 
their commiffioners. Dr. C. Ma- 
therf highly commends the foci- 
ety for their care and faithfulnefs : 
‘“* The eftate and income was en- 
trufted in the hands of an honora- 
ble corporation, by whom it is at 
this day, very carefully employed 
in the Chriftian fervice, which it 
was defigned for.” Dr. Doug- 
las,§ a gentleman of information, 
afferts, ** At prefent, they [the 
mie peat exhibit fmall, but 
w placed falaries, to fevetal mif- 





chtrchnian ; and moft of the inembers 
were diffenters, or favorers of the caufe. 
Hutchinfon, vol. 1. p. 363. 

¢ Magnalia, B. III. p. 192. 

§ Summ. Hift. * Polit, v. ii p. 19% 
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fionaries, Englifh and Indians.” 
Dr. Mayhew, fpeaking of the 
corporation, gives them this enco- 
wmium, * A fociety which pur- 
fues the true end of its inftitu- 
tion.””* And Gov. Hutchin- 
fon,t making mention of the 
-corporation, and its revenue, fcru- 
ples not to fay, “ Perhaps zo 
fund of this nature has ever been 


more faithfully applied to the pur- | 


pofes for which it was raifed.”’f 

The declaration and aéts of the 
Parliament, and the(gsod difpofi- 
tion difcovered by the people of 
‘England in their colleétious for 
thefe pious ufes, were a great en- 
couragement to the miffionaries 
to purfue, with diligence and re- 
folution, the benevolent defign of 
gofpelizing the heathen, before 
they received any exhibitions from 
the corporation. The concurring 
fentiments, and liberal exertions 
of fo many good people were one 
mean of animating them in the 
caufe. 

Mr. Eliot, in particular, conti- 
nued to pay careful attention, both 
to the religious and civil interefts 
of the Indians. He had engaged 
in the work upon the beft princi- 
ples—his heart was in it: The 





— <a 


for the feveral families. 


toils and hardfhips with which it | 
_gilith fafhion.+ 


was attended, did not difcourage 
his generous and pious mind. 
The general approbation of good 
men both in England and its co- 
Jonies, ferved, among ft other con- 


* Remarks on Mr. Apthorp, p. r2i- 
‘«> Hift. Maffachufetts, v. i- p. 166. 


¢ Since the feparation of the colo- 
nies from Great-Britain the corpora- 
tion have withheld their exhibicions 
from their commiflioners in’ the \affa- 
chuletts. Apylication has been made 
by the commiilioners, for remittances 
to fupport fome miflions, byt without 
fuccefs. The corporation, by advice 
have turned their attention to the pro- 
wince of Cargpda, 
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fiderations, to invigorate his mind, 
and keep up his zeal in the fer- 
vice. 

The Indians, upon renouncing 
their old religion, and receiving 
Chriftianity, appeared defirous of a 
more fixed refidence together, and 
of conforming, ina confiderable de- 
gree, to the Englih mode of live 
ing. They combined, and fettled 
at feveral places ; but the planta. 
tion of greateft note among their 
villages, in early times, was that 
of Natick.* 

A confiderable body of them 
combined in the year 1651, and 
built this town: It confifted of 
three long ftreets, with houfe lots 
They 
built one large houfe after the 
Englifh manner, which ferved 
principally for a meeting houfe on 
Lord’s days, and a fchool houfe 
at other times., Within the houfe 
Mr. Eliot had an apartment par- 
titioned off for his accommoda- 
tion, which was fupplied with ne- 
ceffary furniture for his ufe, when 
he lodged in the place. They 
alfo enclofed a confiderable quan- 
tity of ground with palifadoes for 
a fort, which they made of a 
round figure. They alfo erected 
feveral {mall houfes after the En- 


Soon after their fettlement at 
Natick, they applied themfelves 
to the work of forming their civil 
government. Mr. Eliot, who 
had great influence among them, 
determined, ‘ That feeing they 
qwere not prepoffeffed with any form 
of government, he would infiru 
them into fuch a form, as we had 
written in the word of God, that 
Jo they might be a people, in all 
‘things, ruled by the Lord ?’’ Ace 
cordingly he expounded to them 


* Magnalia, b. III. p. 197. 
+ Neal's hitt. v. & p. 253. 
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accordingly on the 6th of Au- 


1803.} 


the eighteenth chapter of Exodus, 
in which Jethro propofes a plan 
to Mofes : The natives complied 
with Mr. Eliot’s propofition ; 


guft about an hundred of them 
met together, and chofe one ruler 
of 100 ; two rulers of 50; and 
ten rulers of ten ; every private | 
man chofe who fhould be his ruler 
of 10, the rulers ftanding in or- 
der, and every man going to the 
man he chofe.* 

After this they entered into 
the following covenant: “ We 
are the fons of Adam. We and | 
our forefathers have, a long time, « 
been loft in our fins ; but now the 
mercy of the Lord beginneth to 
find us out again : Therefore, the 
grace of Chrift helping us, we do 
give ourfelves and our children 
unto God to be his people ; he 
fhall rule us in all our affairs. 
The Lord is our judge, the Lord | 
is our lawgiver ; the Lord is our 
king ; he will fave us, and the 
wifdom which God has taught us 
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in his book fhall guide us. O 


Jehovah, teach us wifdom ; fend 


us to be thy people, and let us 
take thee to be our God.”’+ 
Thefe Indians, being eftablifh- 


ed upon this foundation, utterly 


abandoned that Polygamy, which | 


had heretofore been common a- 
mong them. They made fevere 
laws againft fornication, drunken- 
nefs, and other immoralities, and 
againft the profanation of the 
Lord’s day. They next began 
to exprefs their earneft defires of 
the eltablifhment of church order 
among them ; and of the feveral 
ordinances and privileges of a 
church communion. 





* Magnalia, B. Ill. p. 197. Neal's 





hift. v. i. p. 254. 
+ Magnalia, B. IID. p. 197. 
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The churches had generally, 
from the beginning to that time, 
been very {trict in their admif. 
fions to church fellowfhip, and 
required very fignal demonftra. 
tions of a repenting and believing 
foul, before they thought men 
duly qualified for admiffion to fpe- 
cial gofpel ordinances ; but they 
feemed rather to augment than 
abate their ufual ftridinefe, when 
the examination of the Indians 
was to be performed. A day 
was appointed, which they called 
Natootomakteacke/uk, or a day of 
afking queftions, when the mini- 
{ters and feveral members of the 
adjacent churches, affifted by the 
beit interpreters that could be ob- 
tained, publicly examined a good 
number of thefe Ludians, about 
their attainments both in know. 
ledge and virtue. This great af- 
fembly was held on the 13th of 
Odtober 1652. And notwith- 
ftanding the great fatisfaction 
then received, the churches being 
willing to proceed furely, and 
therefore flowly, in raifing them 


, up to a church fate, the Indians 
thy {pirit into our hearts; take ' 
_ able affemblies, convened for that 


were afterwards called in confidere 


purpofe, to make open confefs 
fions of their faith in God and 
Chrift, and of the efficacy which 
the divine word had upon them, 
for their converfion to him. Their 
confeflions, particularly at the ge- 
neral meeting in 1652, were tak- 
en in writing from their mouths 
by able interpreters—were fcan- 
ned by the people of God, and 
found much acceptance with 
them.* 

Mr. Eliot, or fome other di- 
vine, vifited the new converts, for 
a confiderable time at leail, every 
weck ; who catechifed their chil- 
dren, preached upon fome article 





* Magnalia, B. Ill. p. r9y- 
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of the Chriftian faith, and an- 
fwered fuch queftions as the Indi- 
ans propofed to them.* 

Mr. Eliot carefully preferved 
the aforementioned confeflions— 
they were foon publifhed to the 
world under the title of Tears of 


gland. He tells the reader, 


« that he had not knowingly, or | 
willingly made their confeffion | 
better, than they had made them | 


themfelves ; but he is verily per- 


fuaded, on good grounds, that he | 





*# Mr Hutchinfon obferwes, “ That 
Mr. Eliot applied himfelf with zeal 
equal to that of the miffidnaries of the 
Romifh church ; but inftead of adopt- 
ing a favorite maxim of fome of that 
communion, that ignorance is the mo- 
ther of devotion, he endeavored to en- 
lighten the underftandings of the Indi- 
ans.—Before the converts in New Eng- 
land were admitted tc the ordinances, 
thev were examined by fome of the 
magiftrates, as well as minifters. The 
confeffions of many of them, as taken 
from their own mouths, were fent to 
England, and printed, and there ap- 
proved of —Whereas with the Romifh 
priefts, the repetition of a Pater Nof- 
ter, or Ave Maria, or perhaps the tel- 
ling over a few beads, made them fit 
Subjects of baptifm.” Vol. 1. p. 163, 
166. 


Mr. Colden gives the following ac- 
count of a Romifh prieft pronouncing 
2n Indian a Chriftian upon a ftrange 
ground: The account is rather ludi- 
crous, though not incredible. 

“ About the time of the conclnfion 
of the peace of Refwick, the noted 
Therovet died at Montreal, The 
Fyench gave him Chriftian burial in a 
pompous manner, the prieft that at- 
tended him at his death, having de- 
clared that he died a true Chriftian ; 
for, faid the prieft, while I explained to 
him the paffion of our Saviour, whom 
the Jews crucified, he cried out, “Oh! 
had f been there, I would have reveng- 
ed his death. and brough: away their 


{calps.” Hift. Five Nations, vol. I. p. 
207. 


[Jury, 


has rendered them weaker than 
they delivered ; partly by mifling 
fome words of weight in fome 
fentences ; partly by abbreviating 


| fome paflages, and partly by rea- 


fon of the different idioms of 


_ their language and ours.” + 
Repentance, or a Narrative of the | 


further Progrefs of the Gofpel a- | 


mong the Indians in New-En- | 


I fhall prefent the reader with 
a copy of one of their confeffions, 
by which he may form a judg 
ment of the reft. 

The confeffion of Ponampan on 
the faft day, before the great af- 
fembly. * 

“« Beforet I prayed to God, I 
committed all manner of fins: And 
when I heard in the catechifm, 
that God made me, I did not be- 
lieve it, becaufe I knew that I 
fprang from my father and mo- 
ther, and therefore I defpifed the 





| word ; and therefore again I did 


| a& all fins, and I did love them. 
| Then God was merciful to me, to 
let me hear that word, that a// 
_Jfoall pray from the rifing to the fet- 
ting fun ; and then I confidered, 
| whether I fhould pray ; but I 
found not in my heart that all 
fhould pray, but then I confidered 
of praying, and what would be- 
come of me, if I did not pray ; 
and what would become of me if 
I did pray. But I thought if I 
did pray, the fachems would be 
angry, becaufe they did not fay, 
pray to God, and therefore I did 
not yet pray ; but confidering of 
that word, all fhall pray, I was 
troubled ; and I found in my 
heart that I would pray to God, 
and yet I feared that others would 
laugh at me, and therefore I did 
not yet pray. Afterwards God 
was yet merciful to me ; and I 
heard that God made the world, 
and the firft man, and I thought 





+ Neal. v. I. p. 255. 





¢ Tears of Repentance, quoted by 
Me Ne es 








ees 
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pray to God, becaufe he hath 
made all ; and yet when I did 


pray, [thought I did not pray | 


aright, becaufe I prayed for the 
fake of man, and I thought this | 
was a great fin ; but then I won- 
dered at God’s free mercy to me, 
for I faw that God made me, and 
gives me all mercies, and then I 


| was troubled, and faw that many 


were my fins, and that I do not 
yet believe ; then I prayed, yet 
my heart finned, for I prayed on- 


| ly with my mouth ; and thea I 


repented of my fins ; and thena 
little I confidered, and remember- 
ed God’s love to us, but I was a 


_ finner, and many were my fins, 


and a little I repented of them ; 
ané yet again I finned, and quick- 
ly was my heart full of fin; and 


* then again was my heart angry 
> with myfelf, and often I loft all 





this again, and fell into fin. Then 


I heard that word, that God fent 


> Mofes into Egypt, and promifed, 
| I will be with thee: That prom- 


ife I confidered, but thought that 
in vain I did feek, and was afham- 
ed that I did fo: And I prayed, 
O God, teach me truly to pray, 
not only before man, but before 
God, and pardon all my fins. A- 
gain, I heard that word, that 
Chrift taught through every town 


.and village, repent and believe, and 


be faved ; and a little I believed 
this word, and I loved it, and 
then I faw all my fins, and pray- 
ed for pardon. Again, I heard 
that word, he that cafleth off God, 
him will God caft o 3 and I found 
in my heart that I had done this, 
and I feared becaufe of this my 
fin, left God fhould caft me off, 
and that I fhould forever perifh in 
hell, becaufe God has caft me off, 
I having caft off God. Then I 
was troubled about hell, and what 
thall I doif Ibedamned! Then 


Aitempts to Chriftianine the Indians, 
it was true, and therefore I would 





I heard that word, if ge re 
and believe, God pe all ine 
Then I thought, Oh! that [ 
had this ! I defired to repent and 
believe ; and I begged of God, 
Oh ! give me repentance and 
faith ! Freely do it for me : And 
I faw God was merciful to do it. 
But I did not attend the Lord 
only fometimes: And I now con- 
fefs, that I am afhamed of my 
fins, my heart is broken, and 
melteth in me—I am angry at 
myfelf, 1 defired pardon in Chrift, 
[ betruft my foul with Chrift, that 
he may do it for me.” 

“ Tt muft be remembered, that 
thefe Indians could neither write 
nor read—that they pronounced 
thefe confeffiens before a large 
aflembly of Englith, and were 
often interrupted by the writers, 
which is a fufficient apology for 
their want of method and expref- 
fion.”’* 

Rev. Richard Mather, of Dor- 
chefter, who was prefent at this 
meeting of the ecclefiattical coua- 
cil, gives a very favorable account 
of the appearance and condué of 
the chriftianized Indians. Ina let- 
ter of his publifhed on this occa- 
fion, he makes the following re- 
marks, viz. 

«“ +There is fo much of God’s 
work among them, as that I can- 
not but count ita great evil, yea, 
a great injury to God, and his 
goodnefs for any to make light 
of it. To fee and hear Indians 
opening their mouths, and lifting 
up their hands and eyes in prayer 
to the living God, calling on him 
by his name Jehovah, in the me- 
diation of Jefus Chrift, and this 
for a good while together ; to 
fee and hear them exhorting one 


another from the word of God ; 





* Neal's hift. p. 258. 
+ Magnalia, B. Il p. 198. 
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to fee and hear them confeffing 
the name of Chrilt Jefus, and 
their own finfulsefs ; fure this is 
more than ufual! And though 
they fpake in a language of which 
many of us underftood but little, 
yet we that were prefent that 
day, faw aad heard them perform 
the duties mentioned, with fuch 
grave and fober countenances, 
with fuch comely reverence in 
their gefture, and their whole 
carriage, and with fuch plenty of 
tears flowing down the cheeks of 
fome of them, as did argue tous, 
that they fpake with the holy 
fear of God, and it much affc&- 
ed our hearts.” 


(To be continued. ) 





An explanation of the eleventh chap- 
ter of the Revelaton. 


{ Contin. from Vol. ILI. p. 429.) 
PART Ill. 


F we proceed to confider the 
remaining part of the chap- 

ter, we are next informed by the 
angel, ver. 14. that The /econd 
woe is pa, adding, and behold the 
third woe cometh quickly. Ver. 15. 
And the feventh angel founded, and 
there were voices in heaven, faying, 
The kingdoms of this world are be- 
come the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of bis Chrifi, &c. &c. From the 
infertion of this declaration, ia 
connection with the preceding 
{cene, have we not inadvertently 


ions ? 
tiauation of the vifion, or proceed 
to difclofe the fuppofed remaining 


On the eleventh chapter of the Revelation. 
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[Jvry, 


pare the text now under confider- 
ation with the ninth chapter, will 


it not be evident, that the vifion 
| ef the witneffes ended with the 


preceding paflage? In the con- 
clufion of the eighth chapter, we 
are informed of an angel flying 
through the midft of heaven, and 
denouncing Woe, woe, woe to the 
inhabiters of the carth—portend- 
ing the calamitous events which 
would be infli€ted under the three 
remaining trumpets which were 
yet to found.—Chapter ix. ver. 1. 
And the fifth angel founded—Ver. 
12. One woe is pafl—Ver. 13. 
And the fixth angel founded: And 
having detailed the calamities 
prognofticated by this trumpet, 
it is remarked, But the refl of the 
men repented not—and before he 
has time to proceed is furprifed 
by an extraordinary vifion of a lite 
tle book and witnefles prophefy- 
ing in fackclock, which fo capti- 
vated his mind that he related it 
before he gave the fignal, that 
the vifion of the fixth trumpet 
was concluded ; and having given 
the relation, announces, Fe fe- 
cond woe is pafi—which conclu- 
fively fuggelts, that this vifion 
beginning with the tenth and end- 
ing with the eleventh chapter 13. 
ver. was introduced by parenthe- 
fis, and that the order of the pro- 
phetic narrative was now refumed. 
So the regular feries of the pro- 


_ phecy is, chapter niath, verfe laft, 
| The reft of the men repented nott-— 


imbibed the two following opin- © 


1. That they are a con. | 


of their thefts. Chap. 11. ver. 14. 
The fecond woe is pafl. 2. Does 


, not this order of prophecy clearly 


contents of the little book. 2. | 


That the glorious reign of Chrift 
on earth will immediately fucceed 
the flaughter and refurreétion of 
the witneffes.—But will not fedate 


fhew, that there is no dire@ con- 
nection between the preceding 
paflage and this paragraph ; and 


_ that we are not confequently, to 


confider the events here defcribed 


as immediatcly fucceeding the re- 
refleCtion fuggeft that thefe are | furrection of the witnefles? Add 
real errors? For, 1. If wecom- | to this, that they difagree with 











1803.) 








the theme. If we examine the 
title we find it to be, Woe ta the 
| inhabiters of the carth ; but the 
d event predi&ted is, the uni- 
erfal and glorious reign of Chrift, 
nvolving in it the moft important 
and defirable bleffings to mankind. 
How to reconcile thefe apparent- 
ly difcordant fubjeéts may be re- 
ally difficult. Js any method 
more fatisfa€tory than to confider 
the affli€tive fcenes which confli- 
“9 tute this woe, or are confequent 
“= upon the founding of this trumpet 
> as implied and underftood, not ex- 
preffed, and only the ultimate iffue 








































































> gel had faid to the apofile, «I 
>) «have now defcribed the calami- 
/ © ‘ties with which the inhabiters 
"> ‘of the earth thall be aflited by 
_ .* the fecond woe, and fhould pro- 









































 * future vifions) I fhall not parti- 
+)‘ cularly fpecify, and only inform 
_ »)-* you that they will introduce the 














«6 


Chrift :’ By this, making ufe of 


“the preceding gloomy fcene as a 











‘molt defirable event, the more 
_jdeeply to imprefs and affeé&t the 
mind with it. If we now pro- 
_-* ceed to the woe itfelf, we firft re- 


‘tween this and the other as to 
) time. 


’ of them exhibited ? As if the an- | 
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15 
who began to infeft the world 


with their delufion and cruelties 
in the feventh century, and the 
fecond, of loofing the four angels 
which were bound by the nver 
Euphrates, to the Turks, who be- 
gan their conguelfts in the thir- 
teenth, there was a term of more 
than fix hundred years betweea 
them. But let us affix what pe- 
riod we may for the commence- 
ment of the third woe, it is long 
fince the judgments which confti- 
tute it began tobe infiéted. But 
what are the calamities comprif- 
ed in this woe? By examining 
and comparing the vifions of this 


prophecy we may probably cb- 


tain a true anfwer to this quef- 
tion: And that we may more 
clearly poffefs the whole fubje& 


_ let us review the feries of the pro- 


» © ‘ceed to thofe of the third, but | 
>. ~ * thefe (which will be difclofed in | 


' 


phecy. Inthe beginning of it 
the apoftle had a vifion of a book 


| fealed with feven feals, infolding 
| the defigns of the Moft High to- 


¥)‘ univerfal and glorious reign of | 


_ fhade to enliven and brighten that | 


the woes affixed to them. 


ward the church and the world. 
The feals were opened in order 
by the lamb. The feventh in- 
troduced feven angels with feven 
trumpets, prepared to found. 
The three lait are diftinguifhed by 
The 


_firft is applied to the Saracens, 


i mark the obvious difference be- | 


the fecond to the Turks. Here 
the feries is interrupted by the vi- 


_ fion of the Gentiles, and the wit- 


At the conclufion of the | 


-} firft it is faid, one woe is paft and | 











—# bchold there come two woes more 
i hereafter. 
cond woe is paft, and behold the 
_. third woe cometh quickly ; mani- 
__ feftly implying, that between the 
> firft and the other a long term of 
> time would elapfe, but that the 
third would very foon fucceed the 
fecond. And is not this inter- 
pretation fupported by fact ? If 
the firit woe of the locufts be 
rightly applied to the Saracens, 


nefles prophefying in fackcloth. . 
This being related, the prophecy 


' diverts from the locufts and the 


But of this, the fe- | 





angels bound by the river Eu- 
phrates, to the Gentiles or the 
beaft and the witnefles. We may 
call this vifion, in connetion with 
thofe which follow, the contents 
of the chapter, the preface to the 
fubje&, or the prologue to the 
tragedy. The twelfth chapter 
introduces the actors upon the 
ftage ; the thirteenth defcribes 
the beaft, with his tyraany and 
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to fee and hear them confefling 
the name of Chrilt Jefus, and 
their own finfulsefs ; fure this is 
more than ufual! And though 
they fpake in a language of which 
many of us underftood but little, 
yet we that were prefent that 
day, faw and heard them perform 
the duties mentioned, with fuch 
grave and fober countenances, 
with fuch comely reverence in 
their gefture, and their whole 


carriage, and with fuch plenty of | 


tears flowing down the cheeks of 
fome of them, as did argue tous, 
that they fpake with the holy 
fear of God, and it much affcG- 
ed our hearts.”’ 


(To be continued. ) 





An explanation of the eleventh chap- 
ter of the Revelaton. 


{ Contin. from Vol. ILI. p. 429.) 
PART III. 


F we proceed to confider the 
remaining part of the chap- 
ter, we are next informed by the 
angel, ver. 14. that Zhe fecond 
woe is paft, adding, and behold the 
third woe cometh quickly. Ver. 15. 
And the feventh angel founded, and 
there were voices in heaven, faying, 
The kingdoms of this world are be- 
come the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of his Chrift, &c. &c. From the 
infertion of this declaration, ia 
conneCtion with the preceding 
{cene, have we not inadvertently 


ions ? 


On the eleventh chapter of the Revelation. 





[Jvry, 


pare the text now under confider- 
ation with the ninth chapter, will 


‘it not be evident, that the vifion 
| ef the witneffes ended with the 


preceding paflage? In the con- 
clufion of the eighth chapter, we 
are informed of an angel fying 
through the midft of heaven, and 
denouncing Woe, woe, woe to the 
inhabiters of the carth—portend- 


ing the calamitous events which 


would be infli€ted under the three 





oe = eee 


remaining trumpets which were 
yet to found. —Chapter ix. ver. 1. 
And the fifth angel founded—Ver. 
12. One woe is pafl—Ver. 13. 
And the fixth angel founded: And 
having detailed the calamities 
prognofticated by this trumpet, 
it is remarked, But the reff of the 
men repented not—and before he 
has time to proceed is furprifed 
by an extraordinary vifion of a lite 
tle book and witnefles prophefy- 
ing in fackclock, which fo capti- 
vated his mind that he related it 
before he gave the fignal, that 
the vifion of the fixth trumpet 
was concluded ; and having given 
the relation, announces, ie fe 
cond woe is pafi—which conclu- 
fively fuggeits, that this vifion 
beginning with the tenth and end- 
ing with the eleventh chapter 13. 
ver. was introduced by parenthe- 
fis, and that the order of the pro- 
phetic narrative was now refumed. 
So the regular feries of the pro- 


| phecy is, chapter niath, verfe laft, 
| The reft of the men repented not-— 


imbibed the two following opin- | 


1. That they are a con. | 


tinuation of the vifion, or proceed | 


to difclofe the fuppofed remaining 


contents of the little book. 2. | 


That the glorious reign of Chrift 
on earth will immediately fucceed 
the laughter and refurreétion of 
the witneffes.—But will not fedate 


of their thefis. Chap. 11. ver. 14. 
The fecond woe is pafl. 2. Does 
not this order of prophecy clearly 
fhew, that there is no dire@ con- 
nection between the preceding 
paflage and this paragraph ; and 


_ that we are not confequently, to 


confider the events here defcribed 


_as immediately fucceeding the re- 
refleion fuggeft that thefe are | furrection of the witnefles? Add 
real errors? For, 1. If wecom- | to this, that they difagree with 
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the theme. If we examine the 
title we find it to be, Woe to the 
sinhabiters of the carth ; but the 
4 grand event predicted is, the uni- 
_gwerfal and glorious reign of Chrift, 
nvolving in it the moft important 
and defirable bleffings to mankind. 
How to reconcile thefe apparent- 
ly difcordant fubjeéts may be re- 
ally difficult. Js any method 
more fatisfa€tory than to confider 
the affli€ive f{cenes which confli- 
tute this woe, or are confequent 
) upon the founding of this trumpet 
_ a8 implied and underftood, not ex- 








































































gel had faid to the apoftle, ‘I 
7) ‘ have now defcribed the calami- 
-  *ties with which the inhabiters 
/ ‘ of the earth hhall be affli&ted by 
_* the fecond woe, and fhould pro- 
























' * thefe (which will be difclofed in 
) ‘ future vifions) I fhall not parti- 
- } * cularly fpecify, and only inform 
_ >> -* you that they will introduce the 
8) univerfal and glorious reign of 
 4,* Chrift :’ By this, making ufe of 


_ “the preceding gloomy fcene as a 





























--mott defirable event, the more 
__jdeeply to imprefs and affe& the 
| mind with it. If we now pro- 
ceed to the woe itfelf, we firft re- 
mark the obvious difference be- 
-tween this and the other as to 
* time. 
firft it is faid, one woe is paft and 
behold there come two woes more 
pereafter. 

~~ |.cond woe is paft, and behold the 
_ third woe cometh quickly ; mani- 
___, feftly implying, that between the 
| > firft and the other a long term of 

») time would elapfe, but that the 
_ third would very foon fucceed the 
fecond. And is not this inter- 
pretation fupported by fact ? If 
the firit woe of the locufts be 
rightly applied to the Saracens, 


~ © ceed to thofe of the third, but | 
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| 
| 
' 


preffed, and only the ultimate iffue _ 
> of them exhibited ? As if the an- | 


oe) 


who began to infeft the world 
with their delufion and cruelties 
in the feventh century, and the 
fecond, of loofing the four angels 
which were bound by the nver 
Euphrates, to the Turks, who be- 
gan their conguelts in the thir- 
teenth, there was a term of more 
than fix hundred years betweea 
them. But let us affix what pe- 
riod we may for the commence- 
ment of the third woe, it is long 
fince the judgments which confti- 
tute it began tobe infhGted. But 
what are the calamities comprif- 
ed in this woe? By examining 
and comparing the vifions of this 


|. prophecy we may probably cb- 


} 
| 


tain a true anfwer to this quef- 
tion: And that we may more 
clearly poflefs the whole fubje& 


let us review the feries of the pro- 


| 
| 
! 


phecy. In‘the beginning of it 
the apoftle had a vifion of a book 
fealed with feven feals, infolding 
the defigns of the Moft High to- 
ward the church and the world. 


. The feals were opened in order 


2 fhade to enliven and brighten that 


the woes affixed to them. 


by the lamb. The feventh in- 
troduced feven angels with feven 
trumpets, prepared to found. 
The three lait are diftinguifhed by 
The 
firft is applied to the Saracens, 
the fecond to the Turks. Here 
the feries is interrupted by the vi- 


. fion of the Gentiles, and the wit- 


At the conclufion of the | 


nefles prophefying in fackcloth. . 
This being related, the prophecy 


' diverts from the locufts and the 


But of this, the fe- | 


' 


| beaft and the witneffes. 





angels bound by the river Eu- 
phrates, to the Gentiles or the 
We may 
call this vifion, in conne€tion with 
thofe which follow, the contents 
of the chapter, the preface to the 
fubje&, or the prologue to the 
tragedy. The twellth chapter 
introduces the aétors upon the 
ftage ; the thirteenth defcribes 
the beaft, with his tyraany and 
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perfecution ; and the fourteenth 
the witneffes prophecying in fack- 
cloth, or remonftrating againft 
them. We then have the feventh 
trampet and the third woe. This 
has peculiar refpe€ to the beatt, 
and falls withinfupportable weight 
upon antichrift himfelf. Of the 
calamities involved in this woe it 
is fuppofed the fifteenth chapter is 
an introductory vifion, the fix- 
teenth and fubfequent chapters a 
full defcription. We may accord- 
ingly confider the prefent paffage 
asa fummary of thofe chapters. 
For though it be not particularly 
fignified that the feven angels 
with their feven vials were intro- 
duced by the feventh trumpet, yet 
this is evideatly according to the 
feries of the prophecy, and exhi- 
bits a pleafing uniformity through- 
out the whole. So we have the 
book fealed with feven feals. 
‘The opening of the feventh pro- 
duced feven angels with feven 
trumpets ; and the founding of 
the feventh introduces feven an- 
gels with feven vials ; and the fev- 
enth vial finifhes this mytftery of 
God. Inthefe vials therefore we 
fhall find the judgments brought 
upon the earth by this trumpet. 
This awful fcene opens chap. xv. 
v. 1. And I beheld another fign in 
heaven, great and marvellous, fev. 
en angels having the feven laft 
plagues, for in them is filled up the 
wrath of God. <A direGion is 
given to the angels, chap. xvi. v. 
1. Go your ways and pour out 
your vials; the firft poured his 
vial upon the earth, the fecond 
poured his vial upon the fea, the 
third upon the rivers and foun- 
tains, and the fourth poured his 
vial upon the fun. What thefe 
vials imported, or what evils were 
brought upon the earth confe- 
quent upon them, it is not very 
interefting for us to know, as 


On the eleventh chapter of the Revelation. 









TJezy, 


they relate to fubje&s very remote 
from us, and their effe&ts lon 

fince fubfided. But the fift 

poured out his vial upon the feat, 
or throne of the bap, fi ifying 
that however the other vials 
might affeét his more remote, or 
extreme parts, this feized his vi- 
tals and would be deadly in its 
operation. This vial, it is fup- 
pofed, was poured out at the re- 
formation from popery. If it 
was in the events of that period, 
the vifion of the refurre&tion and 
afcent of the witnefles, with the 
earthquake which fhook the city 
to pieces, and that of this vial, 
unite and coincide. Wher this 
vial was poured upon the throne 
of the beaft, his kingdom was full 
of darknefs, and they gnawed 
their tongues with pain. Coulda 
kmner with his pencil and his ob- 
je& before him, have taken its 
likenefs with greater exaénefs 
than this vifion reprefents the ef- 
feéts of this vial at the reforma- 
tion ? Then God began to draw 
near to him in judgment, and to 
affict him with incurable plagues. 
That fo many and fuch able re- 
formers, patronized by powerful 
princes, fhould expofe and remon- 
ftrate againft his impious ufurpa- 
tions and corruptions, his pride, 
avarice and cruelty, with fuch for- 
titude, franknefs and zeal, muft 
have given him a terrible fhock, 
and filled him with mighty con- 
fternation ! How gloomy the af- 
pect of this upon his refpe€tabi- 
lity, his revenues and his influ- 
ence ? Well might he doubt with 
fear and trembling, as did his 
predeceffors, whereunto this would 
grow—gnafhing his teeth with 
chagrin and rage, and gnawigg 
his tongue with pain. Verfe'rz. 
And the fixth angel poured his vial 
upon the great river Euphrates ; 
and the water thereof was dried up, 
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TS shat the way of the kings of the eaf 
ale might be prepared. The city of 
Babylon and the captivity of 


_ .God’s ancient people in it, in this 






“gas a type to denote antichrift and 
OF his perfecutions, and the fuffer- 
ings of the church from them. 
The river Euphrates was the great 
natural barrier of this city, and 
peculiarly obftruGted the progrefs 
of its enemies againft it; and was 

© alfo the grand channel of convey- 
> ing its fupplics. By the drying 
up of this river, the way was pre- 
pared for Cyrus and his princes, 
the kings of the eaft, to deftroy 
) thiscity, and fet at liberty God’s 

\ chofen people. To that great 
event there is an evident allufion 
in this paflage. The Euphrates 
of ancient Babylon is a lively fi- 
| gure to reprefent thofe ftreams of 
__ wealth and power, which are the 
great defence and ftrength of anti- 
chrift. By the drying up of 
- | thefe, antichrift will be expofed 

~~ to deftruétion by Chrift and the 

-__ inftruments ufed in his providence. 

And is it not evident from the 
prefent ftate of antichriftianifm 

» that this vial has been poured out 

- almoft to its very bottom ? The 
fifth vial fhook the throne of the 
beaft to its very centre. But the 

Apecial effet of the fixth in the 

vifion, was the deftru€tion of his 

-wealth and power. And how 

greatly are the fources of them 

diminifhed and reduced? It is 
long fince he refigned many of his 
claims and prerogatives. It is 
long fince he abandoned many of 
thofe artifices by which he replen- 
ifhed his coffers. Have we not 
indeed feen that very charaéter, 
_ whofe menaces once filled kings 
and emperors with terror and dif- 


ye. ; 








may; fleeing for his life, going in-" 


to exile, and fupported by royal 
bounty ! Have we not feen the 
Vor. IV. No. 1. 
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kings of the earth hating the 
whore and making her defolate 
and naked, by plundering her ter- 
ritories of their pomp and wealth ; 
and eating her flefh, by emptying 
her coffers of their treafures and 
and jewels ?—How pertinent to 
this fubje&t, (to which they pro- 
bably are to be ultimately appli- 
ed )are the words of the prophet ?* 
How hath the oppreffor ceafed ! 
The Lord hath broken the flaf of 
the wicked—he who fmote the peoe 
ple in wrath is perfecuted and none 
hindereth—The fir trees rejoice at 
thee, faying, fince thou art laid 
down, no feller is come up againft 
us. Hell from beneath is moved for 
thee—it flirreth the dead for thee— 
All they Jhall {peak and fay unto 
thee, art thou become weak as we, 
art thou become like unto us—How 
art thou fallen, O Lucifer—they 
that fee thee fhall narrowly look upon 
thee and confider thee, faying, Is 
this the man that made the earth to 
tremble, that did fhake kingdoms 
By this diminution of the opu- 
lence and power of the beaft, the 
way is rapidly preparing for his 
complete and final deftruétion. 
But another fcene is opened un- 
der this vial which demands parti- 
cular confideration. Ver. 13, 14. 
I faw three unclean fpirits, like 
frogs, come out of the mouth of 
the dragon, and «ut of the mouth of 
the beaft, and out of the mouth o 
the falfe prophet—for they are the 
| fpirits of devils which go out unto 
the kings of the earth, and the whole 
world to gather them to the battle of 
that great day of God Almighty. 
Satan, perceiving that his king- 
dom and influence in antichrift 
are drawing to a clofe, and def- 
pairing of fuccefs by artifice and 
intrigue, inflated with malice and 
refentment, now makes a violent 








° Ifaiah Xiv. 4-16. 
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effort, waging open war with 
heaven. ‘To obtain fuccefs in this 
enterprife, he diffufes the impious 
and profane fpirit of atheifm and 
infidelity, inftigating the kings of 
the earth, &c. to deny the exift- 
ence and government of God, to 
exfirpate the religion of Chrift ; 
by this to extricate themfelves 
from the control of the one, and 
the reftraints of the other, that 
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We fee alfo the king and head of 
the church, in his government of 
the world, making fignal difplays 
of his power and grace for the de. 
fence of his own caufe, to difeon- 
cert the devices of his grand ad. 
verfary, and render all his defigns 
abortive. Thefe events defcribe 
to us clearly the period in which 
we live, in the laft part of the 
fixth vial, and how near the end 


they may walk in the way of their | of it we know not. Should not 
hearts without remorfe and with- | this fill us with high expeCation 
out fear. That this vifion of the | for the approaching event—the 
unclean fpirits like frogs, denotes | pouring out of the feventh vial, 
the profane fpirit of infidelity | which will conclude this fcene of 
which now rages in Europe, and woe and wonder, and introduce 
is diffeminated through thenations — the latter day glory of the church ! 
of the earth, hath been demon-; It may be proper to remark, 
ftrated, I fuppofe, to the entire | that as the little book defcribes 
fatisfaGtion of the public, by a the witneffes in fackcloth, or the 
very learned and elegant pen.+ | affli&ted ftate of the church, and 
With the vifion of the fixth vial | fays very little of the rife, pro- 
drying up the river Euphrates, | grefs and power of the beaft, but 
exhaufting the wealth and dimin- | thefe are to be conceived by im- 
ifhing the power of antichrift, and | plication ; fo when the feene 
that of the unclean fpirits like | changes and the remaining part of 
frogs, denoting the impure fpirit | the chapter, by anticipation, de- 
of atheifm and impiety, with the | fcribes the profperity of the 
events of the prefent times before | church, or the glory of Chrift’s 





our eyes, are we not filled with | 
amazement at the coincidence | 
between this predi@ion and its | 
fulfilment ? Satan, having formed 
the horrid defign of affailing hea- 
ven, and compelling Chrift to ab- 
dicate his throne, now flimulates 
the nations by thefe impure f{prrits, 
to unite in the nefarious plot. 
We fee his emiffaries every where, 
compafling fea and land to make 
profelytes, enlifting troops, mar- 
fhalling their army, and challeng- 
ing heaven to the combat. To 
what fevere conflifts does and 
will, this call the witnefles ? and 
to what arduous exertions to re- 
fit the horrid combination ?>— 








+ See Dr. Dwight’s independence 
fermon, July fourth, 


kingdom, the depreffion of the 
beal is not expreffed, but implied 
and underftood. So when the 
divine judgments upon him are 
detailed in fubfequent vifions, the 
trials of the witnefles are paffed 
in filence—but if we confider how 
great his humiliation, eventually 
produced by their teftimony, we 
may naturally conceive how ex- 
afperated his feelings toward them 
would be, and the evils they would 
fuffer from his vengeance and in- 
trigue—and the fevere trials of 
their fortitude and patience mutt 
fenfibly exercife and affe&t our 
minds. 

We have now come to the fev- 


‘enth vial. This was poured into 


the air, the feat of Satan’s king- 
dom, by which we may conile 
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, there were voices and thunders 
d lightning, the ufual attend- 
nts and fymbols of divine majef- 
ty in the execution of judgment ; 
and a great earthquake, the com- 
mon fymbol of convulfions and 
revolutions on earth, with this 
mark of diftin@ion, that it exceed- 


* ed all that were before it. Such 
as was not fince men were upon 
7) earth. We mayconfequently expec 
>) that of all the convulfions which 
~~ ever fhook the world this will be 
_ the greateft, as it may be the laft. 


As this fcene is future, we cannot 


_ affirm any thing pofitively con- 


cerning it, except that which is 
clearly expreffed by the {pirit of 


_ prophecy. Inthediftreffing fcene 
» which will exift under this vial 


there will be two capital events. 


2 Ey, Firft,—The deftru€tion of the 


beaft or popifh antichrift. This 


"7M is denominated the Fall of Baby- 
'- ton. The way of the 
' the eaft having been prepared by 


ings of 


the fixth, under this vial they 


will enter and deftroy the city. 
_ Then this fpiritual Babylon will 

fink, asamill flone into the fea, 
-» and never rife any more. The 


holy city will no longer be trod- 
den under foot of the gentiles, 
nor will the witnefles prophefy in 
fackcloth. The woman will re- 
turn from her retirement in the 
wildernefs, obtain joy and glad- 
nefs, and forrow and fighing fhall 
flee away. ‘Though this be 
the proper period of antichrift’s 
deftruction, and that great event 
to which the prophecies prima- 
rily and chiefly relate, yet may it 
not be expected that after it fhall 
be confummated, there will exift 
great remains of antichriftian fu- 
perftition? Is not this the im- 
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 WMquently expe it will be over- 
turned, and his intereft vifibly de- 
- ftroyed, in its operation and effects. 
 Ppon the pouring out of this vi- 


port of chap. xviii. verfe 9—20, 
which fuggeft, that many kings 
and great men who had been af- 
fe€tionately attached to the idol- 
atrous worfhip of the falfe church, 
would be the aftonifhed fpectators 
of her conflagration, and be griev- 
oufly affli&ed that her deftruc. 
tion had come like a whirlwind? 
Is it not rather unreafonable to 
conclude, that fuch an_ horrid 
{cene of impiety fhould be ter- 
minated in fo abrupt a manner ? 
Is it not reafonable to fuppofe, 
that as there were lamentable cor- 
ruptions in the church before the 
twelve hundred fixty years come 
menced, fo there will be great ree 
mains of them after that term 
fhall expire? Agreeably to this 
hypothefis may we not confider 
the taking of the beaft and falfe - 
prophet, chap. xix, verfe 20, as 
denoting the total and ultimate 
extirpation of all popifh idolatry, 
The other great event is, Second- 
ly,—The vitory over the kings 
of the earth and all the world who 
had been inftigated by the fpirit 
of devils to wage war with God 
Almighty. We faw them under 
the fixth vial entering the palaces 
of kings and pervading the world, 
to excite high and low, rich and 
poor,bondand free, {malland great, 
to anopen and decifive conteft with 
heaven. They weregathered to a 
place called Armageddon, the 
mountain of deftruétion. And 
here we fee the king of kings 
with his glorious army going forth 
to meet them. But no fooner 
does the battle commence than 
the viétory is won. They are 
given to be meat for the beafts of 
the field, and all the fowls of the 
air are filled with their fieth. 
Here the extended conteft be- 
tween the feed of the woman and 
the ferpent, which began at an 
early period, termimates in the 
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fuppreflion of Satan’s vifible king- 
dom in the world. Although 
thefe events are diftin€tly and fe- 
parately related, it is not eafy to 
decide, whether they will not be 
combined and united in the fame 
event. Each fide of the hypoth- 
efis poffeffes great plaufibility. It 
is faid of the kings of the earth 
who had committed fornication 
with the great whore, who had 
patronized and fupported the a- 
dulterous, or idolatrous church, 
that they flood afar off and la- 
mented and bewailed her burn- 
ing. This moft clearly implies, 
that they furvived her deftru€tion, 
and it fhould feem afterward united 
with the dragon in his great conflict 
with God Almighty, when with 
him they woul: be overcome and 
fubdued. This relation clearly 
implies two fucceffive events ; one 
being the fall or deftruction of 
{pirisual Babylon, the other, the 
final victory over Satan and his ad- 
herents, which will deftroy his 
vifible kingdom on earth, and in- 
troduce the millenial ftate of the 
church. This notwithitanding, 
it is faid of the ten kings chapter 
xvii. 14.  Thefe fhall make war 
with the Lamb, and the Lamb 
fhall overcome them and killthem ; 
evidently referring to the great 
battle defcribed, chapter xix, com- 
bining the fall of Babylon and 
the victory over Satan in one event. 
So the celebration of the marriage 
of the Lamb with fuch joy and 
gladnefs, though it be related pre- 
vious to the great battle, really 
fucceeds it ; as we may rationally 
fuppofe that it would not be cel- 
ebrated while it was fo formida- 
bly oppofed, nor while the dif- 
pute concerning it was pending 
which was to be terminated by a 
great and decifive battle. T'o 
fuppofe this conflict will precede 
the nuptial folemnity of the Lamb 








with hisbride, the church, will pro« 
duce it in conneétion with the de- 
ftru@tion of antichrift; and the 
beaft and falfe prophet are accord- 
ingly reprefented as exifting and 
active in that laft fevere conteit, 
and as being then taken and caft 
into a lake of fire burning with 
fire and brimftone. But this u- 
nites the two events in one final 
{cene, which will finifh this myfte- 
ry of God. Ina ftate of obfcu- 
rity and doubt, refpeéting thefe 
fubjects, fhall we not fufpend our 
judgment, and wait in faith and 
hope until diviue providence fhall 
unravel the intricacy and give an 
infallible explanation of thefe pre- 
dictions? Whether thefe pro- 
phecies have reference to diftin& 
and fucceflive events, or will be 
accomplifhed at the fame period, 
certain it is, that the judgments 
upon antichrift conflitute the third 
woe which introduces the voices in 
heaven proclaiming, The king- 
doms of this world are become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
his Chrift and he fhall reign forev- 
er and ever. 

It would confequently be next 
in courfe to confider that great 
and bleffed event expreffed in the 
text, fo defirable, and happy for 
the church ; but this hath been 
fo ably defcribed by pious and 
learned pens, and is fo conftantly 
the fubjeét of the meditation, 
faith, hope and prayer of the be- 
nevolent friends of Chrift’s king- 
dom, that the neceffity of it is en- 
tirely fupereeded. Let it there- 
fore fuflice only to remark, that 
as under the fixth vial we faw the 
unclean fpirits go to the kings of 
the earth, and ftimulate them to 
wage war with heaven, and were 
amazed at their impiety, their ef- 
forts and fuccefs, as we had the 
moft demonftrative evidence of 
the accomplifhment of this before 
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our eyes in the occurrences of the 
prefent day ; fo we are ewe 
aftonifhed at the methods of the 
king of kings to fruftrate their ne- 
farious defigns. How marvel- 
lous are the adminiftratiens of his 
providence to vindicate his own 
caufe, and difconcert the devices 
of his foes, that wherein the ene- 
my deals proudly he may fhew 
that he is above them? Was that 
facred paflage, When the enemy 
Shall break in like a flood, the fpirit 
of the Lord will lift up a flandard 
againfi him, ever more fignally 
verified than in this period of agi- 
tation and conflict? How won- 
derful are thofe difpenfations of 
his providence by which the light 
of the gofpel is diffufed? How 
admirable the fpirit which he hath 
ftirred up in his children, by mif- 
fionary inftitutions, contributions 
and exertions togive extent and 
ftability to his caufe ? How mar- 
vellous it is, that amidtt all this 
{fmoke of the bottomlefs pit, thefe 
infernal inftigations, even to rage 
and madnefs, againft the Lord and 
againft his anointed, that Chrift 
fhould be more extenfively preach- 
ed and known, and his caufe more 
deeply riveted in the fouls of men, 
than at any other period fince the 
foundation of the world? Surely 
from this, infidelity muft forever 
defpair of fuccefs ; but the fpirit 
of blindnefs and madnefs is in it. 
How manifold and wonderful 
thofe influences of his fpirit (as 
the dew of Hermon and the dew 
which defcended upon the moun- 
tains of Zion )which he hath com- 
raunicated to refrefh and animate 
the fouls of his people and colle& 
his chofen, by thefe making him- 
{elf ftrong againft the day of bat- 
tle and war? Thefe though not 
particularly fpecitied were to have 
been apprehended from the necef- 
fary nature of the fubje@ and 
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courfe of events; and by thefe 
is he who fitteth on the white 
horfe preparing to make fignal 
difplays of his invincible power, 
his confummate fkill in war, and 
his infinite fuperiority over his en- 
emies, andto vanquifh them for- 
ever. After the exprefflions of 
joy and gladnefs, of thank{giving 
and praife in heaven, that the 
Lord God Almighty had taken 
to himfelf his great power and 
reigned ; it is added, And the 
nations were angry, and thy wrath 
is come, and the time of the dead 
that they fhould be judged, and 
that thou fhould’ft give reward 
unto thy fervants the prophets 
and to the faints, and to them that 
fear thy name {mall and great, and 
that thou fhouldeft deftroy them 
that deftroy the earth ; in this very 
concife and fummary manner in- 
cluding and completing the whole 
fyftem of divine government, with 
the folemn retributions of the day 
of judgment. 

In a review of the preceding 
remarks may we not analize and 
methodize the Revelation of St. 
John? Upona critical examina- 
tion will it not be found to con- 
fift of the following fubjeés, re- 
ducible to the fubfequent order ? 
The firft chapter contains a very 
awful vifion of Jefus Chrift, intro- 
duftory to the dire€tions and vi- 
fions contained in the whole book. 
The fecond and third chapters 
are epiftles to the feven churches 
in Afia. The fourth a vifion pre- 
paratory to the Revelation itfelf. 
The fifth of the book fealed with 
feven feals, infolding the counfels 
and defigns of God Almighty re- 
lating to the church and world, 
which are the fubject or matter 
of the Revelation. The fixth 
commences the prophetic feries. 
The feventh, eighth and ninth 
continue it. The tenth contains 
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a vifion of the little book, intro 
duétory to the eleventh chapter, 
which exhibits the contents of it, 
the beaft and the witnefles. The 
twelfth chapter verfe 1—13 (ex- 
clufive of the fixth which antici- 
pates the fourteenth and feven- 
teenth verfes) refumes the grand 
fubjedt, the church, from the be- 
ginning. The fixth, fourteenth, 
feventeenth and nineteenth verfes 
are a different view of the beaft and 
the witnefles contained in the e- 
leventhchapter. Chap.thirteenth 
is a defcription of the beaft. The 
fourteenth of the witnefles. The 
fifteenth is a vifion introductory 
to the fixteenth, which confifts of 
the feven vials, or God’s judg- 
ments upon antichrift. The {- 
venteenth is a defcription of the 
falfechurch. The eighteenth of 
her deftruétion. The nineteenth 
of the marriage of the Lamb. 

e The twentieth of the happy con- 
dition of the church on earth. 
The twenty firft and fecond of its 
glorified ftate in heaven. Accor- 
ding to this analyfis it appears 
that of the Revelation, the fecond 
and third chapters are epiltles. 
The firft, fourth, fifth, twelfth to 
the twenty fecond inclufive, are 
introduCtory and defcriptive vi- 
fions of the feveral fubjeéts to 
which they relate, and confequent- 
ly, that the prophecy of this book, 
or that which is properly Revela- 
tion is comprifed in the fixth, fe- 
venth, eighth, ninth and eleventh 
chapters. 

If we enquire for the fubjects of 
this prophecy, will they not be 
found to confift of the following, 
related in the following manner ? 
Applying the firft feal, or the vi- 
fion of the white horfe and his 
victorious rider to Vefpafian, Ti- 
tus and their conquetts, the pro- 
phetic feries commenced about 
A. D. 70, and the firft feal come 
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prized aterm of about 30 years, 
or extended, in round numbers to 
A. D. 100. The fecond feal, or 
the vifion of the horfe that was 
red, denoting that fcene of war, 
flaughter and blood in the em- 
pire which was occafioned efpe- 
cially by the infurre€tions of the 
jews, and was fo diftrefsful to their 
nation extended through the next 
century to 200. The third vi- 
fion of the black horfe and the ba- 
lances, denoting fcarcity, diftrefs 
and exa¢tnefs in weights and mea- 
fures, contained a term of fifty 
yearsto 250. ‘The fourth vifion, 
of the pale horfe, whofe rider was 
death, who had power to kill the 
fourth part of men, by the fword, 
or war, by hunger or famine, by 
death or the peftilence, and the 
beafts of the field, denoting a great 
mortality by thefe dreadful judge- 
mevts, extended to 300. The 
fifth exhibits the fouls of the mar- 
tyrs, as victims under the al- 
tar, crying, how long Lord ? 
referring efpecially to the per- 
fecution of Chriftans raifed by 
Dioclefian, and which from the 
| feverity and extent of it was cal- 
| led the era of the martyrs. When 
| the fixth feal was opened, there 
| was a great earthquake or migh- 
| ty revolution, the fun became 
black as fackloth of hair, or was 
totally eclipfed, the heathen pow- 
ers and princes were extinguifhed, 
and the empire was converted to 
chriftianity about 320, (this is 
fuppofed to be the fame with the 
| war in heaven chap. xii, v. 10,) 
and the church generally enjoyed 
profperity te 400. We have 
next the opening of the feventh 
feal, upon which feven angels ap- 
pear with feven trumpets, prepar- 
ed to found. The founding of 
the firft four typifying the feveral 
fucceflive irruptions of the north- 
ern or barbarous nations upon the 
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empire, by which they fubdued, 
depopulated and diffolved it, when 
the third part of the fun, moon 
and ftars, was {mitten, that the 
day fhone not for one third part 
of it, or the ruling powers of one 
third of the world were entire- 
ly extinguifhed, 476. The fifth 
trumpet and firft woe, by the fig- 
ure of a ftar falling from heaven, 
the opening of the bottomlefs pit 
and the afcent of locufts out of it, 
denoting the impofture of Maho- 
met and the conquefts and cruel- 
ties of his followers, the Saracens, 
or Arabians, 612. The fixth 
trumpet and fecond woe, by loof- 
ing the four angels which were 
bound by the river Euphrates, pre- 
figuring the incurfions, depreda- 
tions and conquefts of the Turks, 
which commenced 1280. With 
this we may conneét the vifion of 
the beaft and the witneffes pro- 
phefying in fackloth. 

We have laftl-, the feventh 
trumpet and third woe, or God’s 
judgments upon antichrift fuccef- 
fively inflifted under the pouring 
out of feven vials, of which we 
live in the conclufion of the fixth, 
or the beginning of the feventh 
and laft, under which divine judg- 
ment upon antichrift will be con- 
fummated in his complete and fi- 
nal deftruétion, and Satan be dif- 
poffeffed of his vifible kingdom in 
the world, which will be fucceeded 
by the happy condition of the 
church on earth and its glorified 
ftate in heaven. What a won- 
derful fyftem of vifions is the Re- 
velation, containing a prophetic 
feries of events which commenced 
about the time of the apoftle, and 
will extend to the end of the 
world ! How appofite the figures 
to fignify their various events ? 
How admirably connected and 
harmonious ? What evidence does 
the Revelation involve in itfelf of 
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its divine infpiration and authori- 
ty ? What external, vifible evi- 
dence has it received from the dif- 
penfations of divine providence ? 
How full of important inftru€tion, 
fupport and comfort to thofe who 
are looking for redemption by 
Chrift Jefus ?—With thele vifi- 
ons before our eyes, and the hifto- 
ry of divine providence in our 
hands, we begin with the firft 
feal of the divine volume. We 
examine all the fubfequent vifions, 
comparing the event with the pre- 
diction, and are furprifed at their 
connection, their concert and ex- 
a&t fulfilment. We arrive at the 
period in which we live. We fee 
the fpiritual Euphrates dried te 
its lees, the refources of Popith 
antichrift exhaufted to their very 
dregs. We perceive from their 
tenets and infinuations, that the 
unclean fpirits, like frogs, are gone 
out into allthe world. We fee 
them every where, in the palaces 
of kings and the cottages of pea- 
fants, and we hear them croaking 
from every corner. Filled with 
confternation at finding the events 
and circumftances of the times in 
which we live fo accurately de- 
{cribed, we demand, how can 
thefe things be ? We refle& that 
known unto God are all his 
works from the beginning. Our 
doubts are refolved and our faith 
confirmed. This is the revelation 
of Jefus Chrift which God gave 
unto him. Convinced from the 
paft we anxioufly enquire for the 
future. We are informed that 
the conteft will progrefs. We 
fee the combatantsmarfhalling un- 
der their refpective leaders. We 
look to the captain of our falva- 
tion and fee his name written, 
Kine or Kincs-anp Lorp oF 
Lorps. Weare affured that he 
will vanquifh, confound and put 
all his foes to fhame, and triumph 
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and reign glorioufly. We look 
around and fee ourfelves compaf- 
fed about with a great cloud of 
witnefles which are earneftly con- 
tending for the faith once deliver- 
ed to the faints. Infpired with 
holy fortitude, our zeal kindles 
to engage in the arduous confli& 
and fupport the bleffed caufe. 
Senfible that we are inefficient, 
yet purfuaded that. we fhall be 
more than conquerors, through 
him who hath loved us, we gird up 
the loins of our minds, and as we 
wreftle not with flefh and blood, 
but againft the rulers of the dark- 
nefs of this world, againft {piritu- 
al wickednefs in high places, we 
put on the whole armour of God, 
the fhield of faith, the helmet of 
hope, and the breaft plate of 
righteousnefs, and the {word of 
the fpirit, having our feet fhod 
with the preparation of the gof- 
pel of peace, and praying always 
with all prayer and fupplication, 
come Lord Jefus, come quickly. 


PEREGRINUS. 





To THE Epitors OF THE Con- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Ma- 
GAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


IF the following remarks are 
worthy of a place in your Maga- 
zine, you are at liberty to infert 
them. If you judge them not to 
be fo, you will not difoblige the 
author. 

T has often been a matter of 

furprife, as well as of regret 
to the writer, that men fhould 
reafon fo differently on the fub. 
je& of religion, from what they 
do on all other fubjects: that 
they fhould there deny principles 
and fentiments, which they avow, 
and adopt in common life.—On 
queftions where it is of the laft 
importance to reafon correétly, 








and to feel rightly, they are moft 
ftudious to err ; and with refpec& 
to their relations and obligations 
to God, to refort to fhifts and 
excufes which they will not for a 
moment admit in their intercourfe 
with each other. Thus the ex- 
iftence of fin in our world is fome- 
times confidered as an excufe or 
juttification for the committing of 
fin; and the implantation of a 
principle of grace in the heart, as 
an abridgement of the liberty of 
man. It is admitted that we are 
wholly paffive in what is termed 
regeneration, but not that we are 
thereby deprived of moral liberty, 
or that any conftraint is laid upon 
our wifhes or our wills. We are 
paflive as to many or moft of our 
concerns. We are paffive in 
our creation—in the place of 
our birth—in the formation of our 
bodies—in the capacity of our 
underftandings—and as to the 
families of which we are mem- 
bers. To fome is given the pow- 
er to obtain wealth and honors, 
while to others this power is deni- 
ed. Some are healthy and robuft, 
while others are fickly and de- 
formed. Some are bleffed with 
all the good things of this life, 
while others are deprived of them. 
We have no influence or agency 
in natural caufes and effeis. We 
have no power to change the fea- 
fons, or to arreft the courfe of 
nature. Winds and ftorms which 
often produce diftrefling calami- 
ties neither come or go at our com- 
mand. Weare unable to avert 
the cold of winter, or the fcorch- 
ing heat of fummer. The blaft, 
the mildew and the hail, lay wafte 
our fields againft our defires and 
our tears. We are condemned 
to perpetual toil—to ficknefs, and 
to death in confequence of the 
commiffion of a fin, in which we 
were not the actors. In ail thefe 
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things we patiently acquicfce. 
We do not in general prefume to 
fault the ways ef providence to us 
on thefe accounts. But we can- 
not fubmit to have our hearts 
changed by the power of divine 
grace, without exclaiming, our di« 
berty is invaded. lt thould not be 
forgotten that as foon as grace is 
implanted in the heart it becomes 
an a¢tive printiple. It is perfeét- 
ly congenial with the cha and 
wifhes of the fubjeét. So far 
from his endeavoring to extifpate 
it, he defires that it may have a 
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greater and more predominant ine | 


fluence. He loves that which he 
Once hated, and he difcerns a glo- 
ry in divine things to which Be- 
fore he was a itranger.—Were a 
man ona fudden to have his tafte 
changed, in refpeét to fome arti- 
cle of food, which he had always 
loathed, fo as to have it become 
delicious and agreeable to him, 
would he complain that his liberty 
had been abridged—that his tafte 
had been improperly afe&ed— 
‘hat a power had been exerted 
over him to his prejudice ; or 
‘vould he blefs the power which 
had been exerted to enlarge the 
fphere of his enjoyment, and his 
capacity to receive good ? Would 
the blind man to whom our Sa- 
viour reftored fight, have com- 
plained, had it beea done without 
his importunity, or even know- 
ledge that Jefus was near him ? 
And leat of all fhould we com- 
plain that deity can give to us a 
power to become his fous ; that 
he can, and that he fometimes 
does adorn us with moral beauty ; 
that he can reinftamp his image 
on our fouls ; that he can give to 
us tender and benevolent feelings ; 
that he can affimilate us to him- 
‘elf in the temper of our minds ; 
and in confequence thereof render 
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immortal glory and happinefs ? 

I attribute all the falfe reafon- 
ing on this fubje€t to improper 
views of the human charaéter. 
He who believes himfelf to be by 
nature in fome good degree as he 
fhould be, will of courfe deny any 


particular divine agency in renew- 


(ing the heart and in fanétifying 


the affeGtions—he will condemn 
it as depriving him of moral li- 
berty. He will confider himfelf, 
if he has not attained, as capable 
of attaining to the ftate of a good 


| man, and by confeguence his pri- 


vileges. Or if he brings to his 
aid the affiftance of the divine fpi- 
rit, he will treat it rather as the 
promifed reward of his imperfect 
vbedience, than as the free gift 
of God to the unworthy ; and 
while he is forced to admit that 
the gift of a Saviour was an aét 
of grace, he will claim to himfelf 
the merit of having made the ap- 
plication of the atonement, to his 
own heart. 

But he who believes himfelf 
by nature to be wholly deftitute 
of holinefs—-as an enemy to his 
creator—as entirely bent on evil— 
as devoid of any thing like a prin- 
ciple of obedience—who fees that 
he is fet on his own deftrudtion, 


without any inclination to change 


his habits, or his feelings, will 
never condemn the dottrine of re- 
generation by the agenty of the 
{pirit of truth: he will rejoice 
that a being fuperior to himfelf, 
of unwilling can make him will- 


ing, and that divine mercy can 
accomplifh that for him, which he 


has no defire toaccomplifh himfelf. 
On the origin af evil, it be- 


comes us to {peak with diffidence,’ 


and not to be wife beyond aubat i 
written. This we know, that 
however it may be overruled to 


the greater good of the univerfe, 
it confiftent to beftow on us! it is in its nature offenfive to God. 
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I chufe neither to fay that he is | who fheds his-bleffings around us 
the direét, efficient caufe of it, |in rich profufion, and who has 


that he permitted, nor that he 


could not prevent it. Fach of | v t 
| obedience to his commands. He 


‘would be thought a bold and 


thefe modes of expreffion is to me 
unfatisfa€iory ; and leads to con- 
fequences, which involve me in 
difficulties. I limit my view, to 
ideas more fimple. It is enough 
that he has in all ages punifhed 
fin. ‘That he gave his Sun to ex- 
piate i it; and that he has deciar- 
ed in his word, that he wil! in- 
flict hereafter, on all the obfinate 
perpetrators of it, a deitruction 
adequate to its demerit. The 
Sihecy of man from the besinuing 
proves to us that our “ino and 


. ssn dertiondrmere o , 
_not our underilandings, reafon, 


when we would attempt to juiti- 
fy iin by the exittence o 
Laws have ever been ma: 


f fin. 
de ta 
hgnant the crime, the more te. 
vere has been the punifiment. 
Among favages, where there are 
few prejudices of education te 
bias the underiianding, punifh- 
ments are common and cruel 
In civilized life, the chje& of laws 
has always been, to reftrain the 
commiffion of evil, to guard and 
protedi from te -§ elieéts, to relax 


‘ 


promifed us the glories of his hea- 
veuly kingdom, on repentance and 


daring offender indeed, who fhould 
unbluihingly and in the face of 
aay, Ct his crimes and tri- 


-umph in that w ickednefs of heart 


' tins ag 


which was the occafion of thex m 3 
butt we frequently hear fentinic 
uttered cal oals 


and without emotion, re{fpecling 


Like the foregoing, 


ainft God. And there are 
not a fev, who while they dare not 
charge all t heir fias to his account, 
will fpe ale a them as being a- 
gree able to his will, and as aftord- 
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‘Ing them much | palliai iO. 


Lhe {pint of curiofity is ever 


awake to devife imperfections in 
punifh crimes, and the more ma- | 


the divine government, and there- 
by to furn uth pretexts to abandon 

a to forfake it. No fubject 
has been drawn into more frequent 
difcuffions than the origin of fin ; 
on none have arguments a priori 


‘been more unfatisfactory ; from 
'none have conclufions been fo 


| wicked. 


and weaken the motives to. it, and | 


finally to pur ae the incorrigible. 
On this fubject there hes ever 
been one common fe: itiment. No 
criminal at the bar of jutlice ever 
pleaded his crime, or ave nalice 
which produced it, by wav of 


po ith i toamore awiul and fe- 
vere fentence. Ourchildren who 
veafon lefs dextroufly than we, 
never attempt to excuic offences 
in this way ; they know, they fee! 
too well the confequences. But 
this is the unreafonable treatment 
we give to an infinitely wife God ; 

to him who made, who fupports, 


and: who continues us iu being 3. 


A little modefly would 
have filenced much impertinence ; 
and an appeal to the common fen- 
timents of mankind give A us come. 
piete fatisfaciion. ‘he W hole 
fle. . nr tr’ 
wor id 6 a myivery. Wherever 
we look around us we behoid 


'wonders which we cannot com- 


prehend, Meit shat we know is 


| what we fee and feel. When wefin 
jultification. be would 


we are confcious of guilt, and we 
look forward to the iffee with 
concern. Whenwe do our duty, 


we have a wituels within us of 


the rectitude of our mtentions, 
and we rejoice at the approbation 
which heaven gives. When w« 
travel farther thaa this into the 
deligns of him who fafiers us to 
do evil, we go atide from the path 


Of culty ; - aud uniels our atteviton 
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be diverted from prying into the 
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futile. The Chriftian religion has 


deep things of God, to endeavour | been propagated with all its effen- 


to feck his mercy by repentance, 
we {hall receive the reward of thofe 
who woader and defpife and perifh. 


A LAYMAN. 


tial doctrines and mytterious fa&s, 
among the ignorant, barbarous, 
and thofe who were deeply root- 


_edin the fuperftition of idola- 


Extract froma Sermon deliver- | 


ed at Hartrorn, on the Eve- 
ning of May 12th 1803, by the 


Rev. Evijan WaTeERMAN, of 


Winnuan, at the requeft of the 


r 
RUSTEES of the Missionary | 3... 
r of * | ditions, they have grounded thefe 


Society of ConneEcticuT. 


lifted up his ftandard to the Gen- 
tiles, if in the remaining part of 
this difcourfe I exclufively plead 
the caufe of the heathen tribes, 
and refpecifully attempt to re- 
move the objections thrown in the 
way of propagating the gofpel a- 
mong them. 


Firlt.—It 13 objefied, by an 


tains mytfteries which impede its 


try. Indeed wherever the Chrif. 
tian religion has been preached 
with fuccefs, it has been done by 
thofe who held that God was 


_ manifeft in the flefh to take away 


fin ; and even where Miffionaries 
have propagated their own tradi- 


| on, and recommended them by the 
SHALL have an excufe in | 
my own confcience, and ‘I | 
truft in the view of him who has | 


fundamefftal truths of the gofpel. 
Indeed the cold apathy of the 
Socinians and the unbelief of fuch 


' as make this objeClion, leave no 





room for any motive for exertion; 
the foul and its falvation are of no 
importance in theireftimation; they 
do not treat man as in a flate of 
probation, preparatory for a bet- 
ter world, they merely aim to pro- 
duce in mena decent exterior, and 


fuch perfons do not become Mif- 
infidel fpirit, that the gofpel con- | 


any form among the Pagans. 


propagation among the heathen. | 
Some who make this obje¢tion | 
plaufibly pretend that they with 
its effential truths to the minds of 
then their plan is to preach only | 
i but God forbid, that we fhould 


to chriftianize the heathen, but 


moral principles without the fanc- 
tions of the gofpel. They would 
keep out of view the turpitude of 
fin, the corruptions of the human 
heart, and the dignified chara&ter 
of the Saviour. 


Naked morality | 


fhould be propagated without a | 


foundation to {upport, or a motive 
to influence, Laying their deadly 
axe at the root of the tree of life, 
cutting off the divinity of Chrift, 
the healing leaves wither, and the 
fruit perifhes. And whilethey pre- 


tend to chriftianize the heathen, | 


they rather become heathen them- 
felves. But experience has fuffi- 


pently fhown this objection tobe | 





fionaries to {pread Chriftianity in 
It 
it is true, judgment fhould guide 
and prudence direct as to the beft 
mode of opening the Gofpel and 
the ignorant and prejudiced 
pare away the gofpel to the nar- 
row views of human wifdom, that 
we fhould hefitate to declare ina 
decifive manner the whole coun- 
fel of God. Chrift crucified as 
God in the flefh has been preach- 
ed unio the Gentiles, and fo hag 
he been believed on in the world. 

Again.—It is objected that the 


' expenfe of Miffionaries to the na- 


tives is more than we can bear. 
This objeGtion generally comes 
from thole whole covetoufnefs 
is dolatry ; but no people, in pro- 
portion to their numbers, are more 
able to contribute to the fupport 
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of Mifionaries than the inhabit- | 


ants of Conneéticut. Blefedwith 
the good effects of that gofpel 
which was the hope and glory of 
our fathers, God has given abun- 
dantly into our hands themeans of | 
holding out the cup of Salvation 
tothe heathen tribes. Had we 
afenfe of our duty, and of the 
grace of God, how fmall would | 
be the burden of fupporting a 
number of Miffionaries among the 
natives ; and of educating jn our 
{chools all the children which 
could be procured from them for 
that purpofe ? If we @oked on 
this caufe asthe caufe of Chriit, 
who becamte poor that we throug! 
his poverty might become rich, 
we fhould not then magnify difh- 
culties and catch at plaufible preé- 
texts for excufing our floth, and 
through very covetoufnefs leave 
the heathen on our borders to per- 
ifh in their fins, without carrying 
them the breadand the water of 
life. 

But another and more formi- 
dable objection fill is broushet 
forward, in whicha confidence 1s 
placed that ic is immoveable. It 
1s that the experiment has been 
tricd, the gofpel has beea preach. 
ec to them and they will not re- 
ceive it, therctore all exertions in 
miffions to them is expenfe and 
labor ia vain. 

That the eofpel has not been 
received by the natives with that 
readinefs which the propagators 
of it defired 1s true, but this is not 
a truth peculiar to the preient 
time. Jt was rhe fam ne in the 
days of the ApoNes, and hes been 
in every fucee flive atte si to 
fpread the gofpel. And could 
we number the multitude that 
have been brought to the kaow- 
fedee of the Savior by the preach- 


tag of the Mayhews, Lliot, Brain-- 
ard, and others in this country, 





we fhould find a moft encouraging 
| motive from their /ucce/s, to proceed 
‘with vigor in declaring to the 
| Indian tribes the word of life. 
| Where the gofpel has been perfe 
iveringly and itatedly preached 
among them, tlie number of cone 
_verts has been beyond expectation, 
| and if the advance of truth has 
been flow it has never been inef- 
'fe@ual. Were our exertions in 
any meafure in proportion to the 
importance of the object, and the 
means God has given us, we might 
realize more extentive efedts, note 
withftanding all the ftrength of 
habits and the peculiarities of dif- 
potition, which to the eye of hu- 
man reafon throw themfelves in 
the way of the gofpel’s {preading 
among the heathen of this land. 
If we lift up ourbanner in the 
name of the Lord our God, fhall 
_we doubt of fuccefs? To go a- 
' gainft human probabilities where 
God has commanded, is to go de- 
pending on nim who fays Lo I 
Am with you. In preaching to 
the Gentiles we muit expect diffi- 
culties, and in winning fouls to 
Chrift, reliftance. But in this 
minifterial bufinefs of our Lord 
we are not to 2& after the wif- 
dom of men, nor to calculate on 
means in themiclves. Here to 
confer with flefh and blood about 
the penils and hardthips of jhe wil- 
cern ci$, theroving and favage tem- 
per of the watives and the obfli- 
nacy of their habits, is only to 
raile lions in the way ; it is to a- 
bandon our confidence, to call a- 
way our promife, to leave the grace 
of God, the power and prefence of 
Jefus out ch the account ; and 


| without thefe we fhall be wantin ig? 


indeed. Butlet us remember that 
we ourlelves are defcended from 
' ancettors, who were without God, 
and ilrangers to the covenant of 
proinife ; they worfhipped evil Spite 
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its, and facrificed unto idols, and 
had not thofe Miffionaries who 
felt the value of fouls, gone forth 
with their lives in their hands 
preaching Chrift crucified, we 
fhould doubtlefs have been indark- 
nefsand the fhadow of death. But 
now how manifold are the mer- 
cies which we enjoy in that reli- 
gion which drives away the glooms 
of ignorance by the light of life 
and immortality ? 

A difpenfation of the gofpel is 
committed unto us, and a woe in- 
deed will be againft us if we 
preach it not to the heathen in 
our land. Their pevifhing fouls 
have lorg implored, have long de- 
manded our exertions—but we 
have been cold and regardlefs of 
their condition, and have made 
none or feeble and doubting efforts 
to repel the wiles, or to oppofe 
the triumphs of Satan. Withthe 
means of falvation in our hands, we 
have feen them perifhing in their 
own blood, and have turned away 
and paffed by on the other fide ; 
this we have done, this we are 
itill doing in the face of fuch a 
promife as this, * For 1 will,” 
faith the Lord, * extend peace io 
Zien like a river, and the glory 
of the Gentiles like an overfliow- 
ing ftream, and the heathen fhail 
xnow that I am God, and there 
is none elfe that cxercifeth loving 
kindnefs and righteonfnefs in the 
earth.” Shall we turn over our 
Libles and read fuch promifes, 
and yet fold our hands and fay the 
time is not come—the heathen 
will not hear, nor receive the 
knowledge of the Saviour cruci- 
fied ? 

But may we not afk, what if 
the Son of God, when about cov- 
enanting to be a mediator for fin- 
ners, had, in the view of their ob- 
ftinacy, reje€tion and crue) treat- 
ment of him, faid, No, I will not 
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go for them—let them alone, for 
they will defpife my words, mock 
and crucify me; I will leave them 
to perifh in their own fins. But 
no ; the bowels of the compafii- 
onate Saviour were melted in love, 
his repentings were kindled to- 
gether—and he fays, how fhall I 
give thee up, Ofinner ? How hall 
I leave thee to eternal death— 
how fhall I caft thee off forever, 
without offering thee life, even at 
the expenfe of my own? The 
cup of the bitternefs of God’s 
wrath was wrung out before the 
Son, and in the view of all his 
fufferings. He took it freely— 
he drank it—-and Ob, for us, he 
drank it all, without a murmur ! 
And fhall we who have tafted that 
the Lord is gracious, be cold and 
lifelefs in reaching out the cup of 
falvation to the heathen ? Willit 
be an excufe before the Saviour, 
that they would not accept ? No, 
our duty is to preach to them the 
gofpel, whether they will hear or 
whether they willforbear. Ifwe 
are faithful, and fill it is a favor 
of death to them, the fin will lie 
at their door. Let us labor in 
faith to prepare a high way in the 
defert for our God, that Jefus in 
pafling by, may give fight to the 
blind, hearing to the deaf, and 
life to the dead; that he who is 
the fpiritual rock may open the 
itream in the wildernefs and pour 
its water among all the tribes ; 
that they may go out with joy 
and be led forth in peace, the 
mountains and the hills breaking 
forth into finging, and the trees of 
the field clapping their hands, be- 
caufe inftead of the thorn comes 
the fir tree, and inftead of the 
brier the myrtle. 

Before the promifes of God, 
all objeGtions muft vanifh, Let 
the eye of faith look back and 
mark the progrefs the gofpel hag 
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made by means the moft unlikely, 
and againtt all the enmity and all 
the power of the enemies of the 
crofs of Chrift. The ways of 
— are not ours ; the 
Lord feeth not, be worketh not 
as man. His counfel fhali ftand, 
and he will do all his pleafure. 
The religion of Jefus among the 
nations, like the grain of muttard 
feed, hath fent forth its branches, 
laden with the fruit of life, and 
the Gentiles have fat down 
under its fhade, with great de- 
light. Jefus was received up in- 
to glory, to carry forward the 
glorious work of the falvation of 
finners ; he has bleffed his faith- 
ful fervants ; he does fill blefs, 
and will continue to blefs them— 
to fee of the travail of his foui 
and be {fatisfied. 

But I turn from objeRions to 
the favorable tokens of fuccefs. 
It is a time when the fpirit of the 
Apofilesfeems returning upon the 
friends of Zion. For the bene- 
volent purpofe of extending the 
religion of God manifeft in the 
fichh, to the new fettlements and 
the natives oa our borders, new 
combinatuonsof believersare yearly 
forming and gathering flrength, 
from the prophetic promifes, from 
fearching the {criptures, from ex- 
amining the benighted ftate of the 
heathen an? the value of their 
fouls, from more frequent andrfer- 
vent prayer, and from a more ge- 
neral confent, that the fet time to 
favor Zion is come. In Connec- 
ticut, under Providence, a good 
foundation has been laid for com- 
municating to our white and red 
brethren of the weil, the gofpel 
of jJefus in a more effectual man- 
ner. Scarcely five years have 
elapfed fince the formation of the 
Miffionary Society, and though 
entering on its duties with the 
trembling fleps of a little child, 











leaning on the hand of Provi- 
dence, it has made fubftantial ad- 
vances towards its object. And 
fuccefs in every refpe€t, as to 
funds, proper miffionary charac- 
ters, and the effe& of the gofpel 
preached, has far, very far ex- 
ceeded the expetation of thofe 
who at firlt were thought over 
zealous. Multitudes through the 
new fettlements will have occa- 
fion, through eternity, to blefs 
God, that dy this means they 
have tated that the Lord is graci- 
ous, that Jefus to their fouls is as 
the fhadow of a great rock ina 
weary land, and as fprings of wa 

ter in the defert. By means af 
this fociety the gofpel has been ex- 
tenfively preached, many church- 
es have been formed, the ordinan- 
ces have beenadminiftered to thofe 
who might otherwife have fat in 
darknefs. Hitherto the Lord 
hath helped us, and we will be 
glad thereof. To the natives but 
one Miffionary with his family 
has been fent forth by this focie- 
ty. To human view the prof- 
peét has at times been di fcourage 
ing; but in God’s gracious work 
of winning fouls to Cliritt, there 
isno difcouragement, my brethren. 
As minifters, as ambafladors, we 
muit implicitly follow his inftruc- 
tions, and they are teo plain to be 
evaded—Go, dijciple all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Sony and of the 
Holy Ghojl, tea ching them to ob- 

ferve all things whaifoever I have 
commanded yet, and lo, L£ am with 
you always even unto the end of the 
world. Shall we for a moment, 
hefitate to go forward—fiall we 
after a weak and incxperienced 
effort, not perhaps without being 
preparatory for fuccefs, fhail we 
give upthe heathen, and leave them 
to perifh, while we have the means 
of falvation in our hands, and Jes 
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fus from his throne, ftands ready 

to blefs and make effectual the 

door that is opened ? Shall we 

fay, the time is not come ? No, 

I am perfuaded that Providence | 
is turning thofe events which in | 
appearance may look gloomy, fo 

that they fhail fall out for the fur- | 
therance of the gofpel, and for | 
the encouragement of thofe who 
have the dire€tion of this impor- 
tant bufinefs. Not defpifing the 
day of {mall things, methinks the | 
eye of faith may fee the beginning 

of a moft fuccefsful labor among 
the heathen on our borders—that 
Miffionaries will be multiplied, vil- 
lages will be fettled, fchools will 
be taught, churches will be form | 
ed, and the peaceful ordinances of 
religion will fupercede the orgies | 
of demons, and the tongue that 
now utters the fong of war, the 
fignal of death, will move to the 
fong of Zion—and glory to the | 
Prince of life ; for the Lord is a 
covenant to the people, anda light 
to the Gentiles. It is nothing, 
© Lord, with thee, to help, 
whether with many or with them | 
that have no power. Help us, O 

Lord our God, for we refit on 

thee, and all the glory fhall be | 
given to God the Father, God 

the 


rt. 


Son, and God the Holy Spi- 
Amen. 


Thoughts on Enoch and Elijah. | 


T HE whole duration of time | 


| may be divided into three 
grand periods. The firft extend- 


ing from Adam to Mofes—the 


ithe third and laf, from thence to 
the end of the world, or the gof- 
pel age, called in fcripture, she 
laft days. Each of theie periods 
has been fucceflively marked, by 
a certain fimilar and memorable 
event, conveying; with increafing 
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| riety to mankind. 
for Ged took him. 


| ty of finful men. 


| 
fecond from Mofes to Chrift— | 
| 
| 


gt 

evidence, the fame moral inftruce 
tion to mankind. ‘The events re- 
ferred to, are the tranflations of 
Enoch and Elijah andthe glorious 
afcention of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
The two former of thefe, were, 
like ourfelves, worms of the dutt, 
men of like paffions, nor differed 
from others, but by the fovereign 
and fanétifying influences of the 
holy {pirit. They were perfons 


| of as unblemifhed moral character 
| as any among the excellent ones 
of the earth—eminent examples 


of piety, faithful fervants of the 
moft high God; men of whom 


the world was not worthy. The 


character of Enoch, with the ac- 


count of his tranflation, is con- 


| cifely drawn by the pen of infpi- 


ration, but itis complete. And 
Enoch walked with God and he 


_was not, for God took him.’? 


All the circumftances of this inter- 
efting event which a vain curiofity 


_ would prompt us to know, divine 


wifdom hath concealed. We are 
fimply informed of the fat of his 
tranflation, and left in ignorance 
of the manner and circumitances 
of it ; whether it was openly. or 
fecretly done, in the view of hu- 
man witnefles or not. We have, 


| however, from the probable defign 


of heaven in the affair, reafon to 
believe, that. it was, in that age, 
of greater or lefs degree of noto- 

He was not, 
He was remov- 
ed from the connection and focie- 
God took him 
from earth to heaven, in the living 
uninterrupted union of foul and 
body. ‘ By faith Enoch was 
tranflated, that he fhould not fee 
death ; and was not found be- 
caufe God tranflated him ; for 
before he was tranflated, he had 
this teftimony, that he pleafed 
God.” 

The hiftory of Elijah and of 
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his tranflation in particular, 

much more copious and diffufe. 
It is full of affeQling and inftrec- 
tive incidents, all uniting to exhi- 
bit the fame character of piety, 
zeal and faithfutnéfs. Humility, 
patience, felf-denial, devotednefs 
to God, zeal and fortitude, dre 
the prominent features in his cha- 
ra&ter. His whole hiftory is aa 
uniform exhibition of thefe virtues 
in exercife. Under the reign of 
wicked Ahab, in the midt of 
Pagan perfecution—in the mot 
corrupted ftate of the public mor- 





als ; when the whole nation of | 


Iirael, from the prince to the 
peafant, from the throne to the 
cottage, had almoft univertally 
forfaken the worfkip and fervice 
of the true God, and proftituted 
themfelves to the groffeft fuper- 
fiition and idolatry ; he alone 
ftood forth the champion of truth, 
an undaunted hero in the caufe of 
his God. By his timely and 
faithful exertions, he was inftru- 
imental of reclaiming the nation 
from idolatry, and refeuing thein 
from utter ruin. 

Thus in their lives, and their 
exits—in theirline of conduct upon 
the ftage of this world, and the 
manner of their departure out of 
it, thefe two extraordinary -hu- 
man charaCters exhibited a bricht 
typical refemblance of the great 
head of the church ; who was ho- 
ly, harmlefs, undefiled and fepa- 
rated from finners—rofe from the 
dead a glorious conqueror over 
death, hell and fin, and aféenced 
in triumph to the right hand of 
the majelty on high. ‘Thefe were 
the men, in the feveral ages in 
which they lived and aéted, whom 
God delighted thus fignally to 
honor. Thefe were the chofer 
veflels, by whom divine wifdom 
faw fit to make fenfible manifefta- 
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tions to the intelligent univcidle, | 





jury, 


of his infinite love of righteouf 
nefs, and the confummation of 
his mercy to the redeemed, by the 
glorious rewards of his gvace ace 
tually beftowed. By thefe exam- 
ples ke deficned to inflru& and 
comfort his poor affitted people 
travelling iv this dark and dreary 
wildemefs—to wipe the tear of 
afliGion from the furrowed face 
of mourning piety—to dart a ray 
of heavenly light theongh the 
— y fcene of ‘mortality 2 d the 
Brave, ind £ by ¢ thefe steed tok. 
ens, to confirm the faith of the 
famts in their future refurreQion 
and efernal glory. 

By what God hath aétually 
wrought in the perfons of Enoch 
and Es; jah, his immutable purpofe 
of grace towards all his faithful 
fervants is exemplified and decl2- 
red, and all his precious promifes 
of glory to the faints, ratified and 
confirmed. Like the etherial 
bow in the cloud, the inftituted 
pledge of God’s covenant with 
Noah, thefe glorified fons of Ad. 
am are ftan ding monuments to the 
{faints in heaven and on earth, of 
his covenant eu aye to the 
redcemed—-that they fhall all, in 
due time, be aalleed into his 
heavenly kingdom, glorified toges 
ther in the whole man, and made 
happy forever in the beatific viflon’ 
and enjoyment of God. 

Thefs, doubtlefs; were fome of 
the principle points of inilru¢tion 
taucht to the old teftament 
church, by the tranflations of E- 
noch and Eliiah. But under the 
eofpel difpenfation, in this third 
and Jaft period of the militant 
church, the fame things are more 
reffed and confirmed 
by the refurreé tion and afcenfion 
of the Lord Jefus Ch ritt—by the 
gloriied humanity of the great. 
head of the church. In him, all° 
the promifes of God are yea and” 
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amen. And of him both Enoch 
and Elijah were but the pre-figur- 
ing types. Behold, a greater 
than either is here ! He isthe re- 
furretion and the life, and becaufe 
he lives, his people fhall live alfo. 
«¢ But now is Chrift rifen from the 
dead, and become the firft fruits 
of them that flept.”” Now the 
idea of firf fruits, neceflarily im- 
plies that of a fucceeding harvett. 
«* And he is the head of the body, 


the church ; who is the begin- | 


ning, the firft born from the dead.”’ 
If then the head be rifen, what is 
this but an affured token that the 
body fhall ‘not always moulder in 
the duft, but that the whole 
church shall affuredly arife, and 
follow their afcended Lord to the 
bright manfions of eternal glory ? 
Yea, fuch is the vital and indiffo- 
luble union“between Chrift and 
his people, that in the ftrong, me- 
taphorical language of fcripture, 
the body, the whole church are 
repeatedly reprefented as being 
actually rifen, afcended and glori- 
fied with their divine head. What 
an inexhauttible fource of confo- 
lation is here prefented to the fuf- 
fering people of God? An an- 
chor indced entering within the 
vail. Let faith brighten into tri- 
umph and fay, O death where is 
thy fting ! O grave, where is thy 
victory ! 

“ Saints fhould be joyful in their king» 

Ben on a dying bed, 
And like the fouls in glory fing ; 
For God fhall raife the dead.” 
ASAPH. 





The days of youth are the moft priv- 
ileged and convenient period in 
life to attend to the duties of re- 
higion. 

IDING, the other day, in- 
to a diflant part of the 
country, I fell into company with 
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a minifter of Jefus, who informed 
me that, for fome time palt, there 
had been among the people of 
his charge, apparently more than 
acommon attention to religion, 
which he hoped was the daw. 
ning of a f{pecial revival. The 
people attended on weekly lec. 
tures and conferences with ap- 
parent delight, and the concerns 
of eternity feemed to claim a gen- 
eral attention. He urged me to 
go home with him, and preach a 
leture which had been appointed 
in confequence of thefe pleafing 
appearances. I went. The peo- 
ple aflembled. A deep folemnity 
appeared depicted in the counte- 
nances of the whole aflembly. It 
evidently appeared, that they had 
not affembled merely to fhewthem- 
felves; but to hear, and to hear 
the gofpel, as revealing to them 
the awful end of the wicked, who 
die in their fins, uninterefted in 
the blood-bought pardon of the 
Redeemer ; and as pointing out 
the only way of efcape and falas 
tion; by a regeneration of heart, 
and cordial acceptance of the 


_ Lord Jefus. The afembly was 


not large ; but it was as numerous’ 
as was expected. A number of 
youth of both fexes were prefent. 
Their vain and trifling airs were 
laid afide ; their countenances fix- 
ed and deeply impreffed ; and the 
tear, expreffive of deep concern, 
ftarted in their eyes. They feem- 
ed to feel convinced their fouls 
would never die ; but exift eter. 
nally, beyond the grave, in the 
celeftial paradife of God, or in 
the dark region of hell. Whether 
thefe impreffions will be lafting or 
not, I pretend not to know; nor 
do I know, whether they will 
bring them to an habitual and 
perfevering attention to the alle 
important concerns of the foul, 


ox in a few days, ag is unhappily 
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fometimes the cafe, be caft away 
for {cenes of diffipation and carnal 
mirth ; nor whether they will be 
duly encouraged, till God fhall 
in the riches of his grace renew 
their hearts, and fill them with 


-the bleffedconfolations of religion. 


OF this I pretend not to judge. 
I leave it with him who has the 
refidue of the Jpirit ; who maketh 
fore, and bindeth up : who wound- 
eth, and his hands make whole. 
But, in whatever manner thefe 
tender impreffions upon the heart 
and the confcience may be treat- 
ed, by thofe who were then the 
fubjects of them, one thing, in 
particular, from the interefting 
fcene, forcibly ftruck my mind ; 
and it was this, Zhat the days of 
youth are the moft privileged and 
convenient time to attend to the duties 
of religion. ‘This is often denied. 
Inconfiderate youth put far away 
the evil day ; and their forced 
excufe is, that youth is neither a 
privileged nor convenient time to 
attcud to the duties of religion, 
not confidering, to-morrow they 
tay die, as thoufands have died be- 
fore them; “nor laying to heart, 
the folemn warning given them, 
by an infpired preacher, in thefe 
words, Eccl. xi. 9. ** Rejoice, O 
young man, in thy youth; and 
Jet thy heart cheer thee in the 
days of thy youth, and walk in 
the ways of thine heart, and in 
the fight of thine eyes: but know 
thou, that for all thefe things Ged 
will bring thee into gudgment.”?’— 
Will God, then, O young man, 
or young woman, who may chance 
to read thefe pages, bring thee 
into judgment for all thefe things? 
Art thou, while thus indulging 
in fin, fowing the feeds of forrow, 
which thou muft reap, cither in 
this or the eternal world, or per- 
haps in both? Surely, then, it be- 
corocs thee to confider thy ways, 
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and to fear him who is able te 
deftroy both foul and body, in 
hell, forever !—But, I was faying, 
youth is the moft privileged peri- 
od in life to attend to the duties - 
of religion ; and who can a mo- 
ment doubt it, that knows the 
human charaCter? The yeung are 
not hardened by long habits of 
fin. Is not the mind in youth 
peculiarly tender and foft, and 
eafily moulded into good habits ? 
Is it not all alive to feeling, and 
eafily imprefled with whatever 
greatly interefts it; having none of 
the forrows, the pains, the weak- 
neffes and the infirmities of old age 
to deftroyits ftrength and adtivity; 
while animal nature moft readily 
lends its affiftance, in the feet to 
walk, the eyes to fee and read, 
the tongue to fpeak and afk, and 
the ear to hear and receive inftruc- 
tion. But, in oldage, all will be 
the very reverfe. A long harden- 
ed, corrupted tafte will not eafily 
be fubdued ; habits of fin, long 
indulged, urge on to continued 
indulgence, in defiance of reproof ; 
the terrors of hell having been of- 
ten refifted, ceafe to alarm the 
guilty wretch ; and he is afhamed 
to renounce his diffolute condu@ 
for a life of prayer and religion. — 
I have lived to fee the mighty 
power of God, in the riches of 
his grace, difplayed in the revival 
of religion, in feveral different 
towns; and have obferved that 
the young, where there were no 
fons of Sclial to corrupt them, 
have been more or lefs the fubje¢ts 
of the bleffed work. 

That the days of youth are the 
moft privileged and convenient 
feafon to attend to the duties of 
religion, appears, alfo, from the 
forcible manner in which kin 
Solomon has preffed upon the 
young mind a remembrance of 
God. But, fince his arguments 
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are expreffled ia figurative lan-; by reafon of the dimnefs of the 
guage, I fhall now endeavor to! eyes, all thefe fources of comfort, 
place them in a plain and familiar | to cheer the animal fpirits, are 
light. Eccl. xu. 1. ‘ Remem- | darkened and loft. Failing eyes 
ber now thy Creator in the days | make them ceafetopleafe. When 
of thy youth, while the evil days | the rain is over, and the fky clears 
come not, nor the years drawnigh | up with a beautiful brightnefs, 
when thou fhalt fay, I have no | theclouds ftill hang on the minds 
pleafure in them.””—-Explanation. | of the aged. They forget not 
Rememher now your Creator in | their forrows and infirmities. All 
the days of youth, while in health, | to them flill remains dark and 
and full flrength of body and! gloomy. A clear fky gives them 
mind ; for thefe are the beft | nolafting pleafure. When young, 
days that ever you will fee, to| they rejoiced at the pleafing 
obtain that religious inftru€tion | change, and beheld its beauties 
which is effential to your everlaft- | with rapture ; but the burdens of 
ing peace and happinefs with | oldageare nottobe removed bythe 
God. For the years of old age, | clearing of the fky. The joys of 
if you are fuffered to live, will | the young are remembered but to 
foon come upon you, with all the | increafe the gloomy contraft of 
pains, affliCtions, burdens and evils | declining years, 
which naturally attend that peri-} Verfe 3. “Inthe day when the 
od in life; and, if you are then | keepers of the houfe fhall tremble, 
found deftitute of religion, you | and the ftrong men fhall bow 
will find no pleafure in them. | themfelves, and the grinders ceafe 
Borne down with fuch a load of | becaufe they are few, and thofe 
infirmities, you will find nothing | that look out at the windows be 
to comfort you on earth; nor, | darkened.” Exp. For, in old 
without religion, any thing to | age, when the nerves are relaxed, 
comfort you in the near view of | the legs, which are the great pil- 
eternity. lars that fupport the temple of 
Verte 2. “ While the fun, or | the body, become feeble and trem- 
the light, or the moon, or the ble. Hence, it is with difficulty 
ftars be not darkened, nor the | that the aged move themfelves 
clouds return after the rain.”"— | from one place to another ; with 
Exp. For youth, on every ac- | difficulty if difpofed, that they 
count, is the moft convenient and | can get to the ufual places of pub- 
beft time you will ever find to at- | lic inflruétion ; and, fometimes, 
tend to religion and make your | they are fo enfecbled that they 
peace with God. It is the beit | cannot goatall. And while their 
time ; becaufe then, if difpofed, | legs tremble, their knees bow 
you can enjoy all the works of | themfelves, and no longer ftron 
God. In youth, the fun, the} and firm to keep the body cre&, 
light, the moon, the ftars and all | fmite the one againft the other, 
the works of God are pleafant to | thus making the difficulty of tra- 
the clear fighted eyes, cheering | velling from one place to another 
the mind ; and the lively beauties | ftill greater, Befides, their grin- 
of the verdant hills and flowery | ders or teeth are chiefly gone, a 
meadows, after the refrefhing fum- | few only being left, making it 
mer’s rain, adminifter new and | difficult for them to eat their food, 
varied pleafure. But, in old age, and deftroying the pleafure, once 
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‘tures. On thefe accounts, how 


of youth to the days of old age, 


‘youth, on thefe acconnts are un- 


enjoyed. And to add full to 
their forrows, the fight of their 
eyes fails, fo that they can no lon- 
ger look out of thofe windows of 
the body, either to enjoy the beau- 
ties of nature, or to read the ho- 
ly fcriptures. But, in the days 
of youth, it is far otherwife. The 
young never complain of weari- | 
nefs of legs. ‘They can run;— | 
they can walk with eafe from | 

| 





place to place, wherever they 
pleafe. Their legs never tremble, 
nor their knees {mite together : 
they are ftrong men; they cafily | 
bend, and the body feels but a 

light burden upon them. Their’! 
teeth are ftrong and full fet; and | 
they eat their neceffary food with 


‘eafe and pleafure. Their eyes are | 


clear and penetrating, embracing | 


‘all the beauties of nature to cheer | 


the mind, and enable the inquir- 
ing finner to read the holy fcrip- 


fuperior, therefore, are the days | 


to attend to the duties of religion ! | 
Young people can go to the 
houfe of public worhhip, at all 
feafons of the year, in ail weath- 
ers, as often as they pleafe, and | 
with eafe. ‘Their ears are not 
deaf, when there, that they can- 
not hear; ner thcir eys blind that 
they cannot fee ; nor their memo- 
tes weak, that they cannot re- | 
member ; nor their fenfe of feel. | 
ing loft ‘that they cannot fecl. | 
Oh, my young friends, can you fe- 
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tioufly read this defeription of the ! 
meee tie ghee: 
decrepitude of ald age, with i 
countie’s infirmities ; : 
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vainly flatter yourfelves, that old 


age will be the beft period of tim: 
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freakably greater than thofe of 
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age ? But, the painful contraft 
ends not here. 

Verfe 4. * Andthe doors fhall 
be fhut in the ftreets, when the 
found of the grinding is low, and 
he hall rife up at the voice of the 
bird, and all the daughters of 
mufic fhall be brought low ;’ 
Exp. And the eye-lids, (which 
in youth are naturally light and 
open, for the eyes to fee all that 
paffes in the ftrects,) fhall become 
heavy, and be long and often clo- 


fed in fleep, to fupport the feeble 


remains of decaying nature, when 
through the lofs of his teeth and 
appetite, the aged man eats but 
little, and fleeps much, living ‘in 
a kind of ftupidity and infentibili- 
ty to all that paffes before him. 
And yet, notwithftanding his pe- 
culiar dulnefs, his fleeping fo often 
and fo much, he fhall not be able 
to enjoy fweet reft in the ‘night, 


/as he once did, in the days of 


youth ; but fhall in wearinefs long 


| for day, and tired of his bed, as 


well as of every other enjoyment, 


| fhall impatiently get up in the 


morning, at the voice of the Rob- 
inand the Lark, (linging at the 
early dawn,) in every pofition 
wearied, reftlefs, and joylefs both 


by night and by day. Nor can 
| the mutical notes of thefe fweet 


warblers of the early morn; nor 
of the foftelt tunes, fung by a 
choir of fingers, the admired 
doughters of mufic, which once 
enlivened, delighted and {weeten- 
the mind, in the days of youth, 
in old age focthe and fweeten a 
atroubled mind. For, inold age, 
even the foft charms of mutic 
ceafe to pleafe. “he aged can 


| neither fing themfelves, nor will 


cayed nature, admit of their re- 
cewing delight in hearing ‘the 
fongs of others. Tothem, every 
thing ‘is in a manner joylefs, 
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Thus ftripped of earthly enjoy- 
ments, in old age, nothing but 
pure religion can fweeten the 
mind and afford lafting pleafure. 
Verfe 5. ** Alfo when they 
fhall be afraid of that which is 
high, and fears fhall be in the 
way, and the almond tree fhall 
flourifh, and the grafs-hopper 
fhall be a burden, and defire 
fhall fail : becaufe man goeth to 
his long home, and the mourn- 
ers go about the ftreets.” Exp. 
And, not only are the days of 
youth the beft and moft conven- 
jent time to attend to the dutics 
of religion and make your peace 
with God, fince fuch are the in- 
firmities, the weakneffes, the pains 
and the troubles of old age ; but, 
alfo, becaufe the aged lofe the 
ftrength and vigor of their early 


days, becoming timid, They are | 


afraid of that whichis high. All 
great undertakings frighten them. 
‘They*have no courage, none of 
the fervor, the animated zeal of 
youth to engage, where trials and 
difficulties arein the way to the 
obtainment of a great object. 


They are continually fuggelting | 


their fears in the way ofit. Thus 
they fet down difheartened ; and 
to avoid the danger of trials and 
difficulties, live as they have done, 
without accomplifhing any great 
undertaking. How then will 
they think of engaging in a life of 
prayer and real religion, if they 
have neglected it to that advanced 
period of life ? Is not pure reli- 
zion from its very nature attended 
with trials and difficulties, in fuch 
a corrupt age of the world as 
the prefent ? Do not many, oth- 
erwife agreeable young people, 
fhrink from it, becaufe of its tri- 
als? Dothey not fuggelt, there 
are a thoufand fears in the way ? 
They foall be Singular ; or they fball 
$e ridiculed ; or they foall be nege 











Led, if they are known to be pray- 
erful, humble and‘pious ? 1 appeal 
to your hearts, my young friends, 
is not this your excufe, for living 
in fuch a cold negle&t of God 
and religion ? Is not this the rea- 
fon, why you are no more con- 
cerned for your precious, immor- 
tal fouls ? Is not this the reafon 
why you are afhamed to be tho’t 
ferioufly enquiring, What foall I 
do to be fawed ? Oh! inconfide- 
rate youth ! Why will you thus 
fuffer ycurfelves to be deluded ? 
Why will you willingly fall into 
fuch a fatal fnare, and prefump- 
tuoufly rifque the lofs of all the 
glories, prepared for the right- 
eous, in the everlafting manfions 
of bleffednefs? Do you expe& 
thefe fears, trials and difficulties 
will be lefs in old age tian they 
are now ? Do you expe& there 


_ will be nothing then, to hinder 
| or difcourage you from attending 


to the duties of religion, after be- 
ing fo lang negleéted ? Oh! As 
you value the everlafting bleffed- 
nefs of your own fouls, deceive 
not yourfelves ! Depend upon it, 
from the very nature of man, thefe 
difficulties and trials will then, cer- 
tainly be greater. If, therefore 
you have not now, while in the 
full vigor and ardor of youth, 
courage to be fingular, from a 
wicked world, by engaging in 
the humble duties of religion, 
while you are not eftablifhed in 
long habits of fin, confider there 
is but little, if any profpec&t of 
your doing it then. Do you not 
think it is harder for a man to fet 
up prayer in his family, who has 
lived to be an old man, in the 
wicked negle& and contempt of 
it, than it would have been when 
young ? Harder for him to break 
off from a life of profanenefs and 
vice, and to live in conformity to 
the purity of the gofpel, than it 
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would have been when young ? 
Has he not more fhame, more 
{coffing, more trials and difficul- 
ties to encounter, in the way of 
religion, from his wicked com- 
panions and the world, than he 
would have had, at an earlier pe- 
period in life? And is he not, 
from that love of eafe, and dread 
of trouble, which are peculiar to 
old age, far lefs prepared to meet 
them ? For, is it not then, that 
the almond tree foall flourifo with 
the filver blofloms of infirmities, 
the grey hairs thiekly increaling 
on the head, through the decay of 
nature ? Will not then the fmal- 
left difappointments produce great 
uneafinefs, and trifles of no more 
confequence than an infignificant 
grafshopper be felt as an intolera- 
ble burden? And, thus borne 
down with infirmities, the defire 
JSeall fail; and if prepared for 
death it would rather be chofen 
than life. For he fees nothing 
that can make him happy on earth. 
He beholds nething here to cre- 
ate new defires. All to him is 
a burden, and without fatisfaGtion. 
For, when thus aged and infirm, 
from year to year, and from month 
to month, he has nothing but 
death to expeét, while he yet lives. 
He is frequently, at the report of 
every funeral, in gloomy auticipa- 


- tion, calling tomind his own death, 


and picturing to himfelf his own 
mourners, as forming themfelves 
in the ftreeis, to carry his dead bo- 
dy to the grave; and fo painful is 
the thought, that it often deftroys 
all enjoyment ; having none of the 
divine confolations of religion, to 
gladden the heart with the bright 
profpce& of eternal glory. 

Death is a molt folema and in- 
tereiting change, come when it 
may, either in the days of youth, 
or of old age. It clofes forever 
our probationary ftate. It fhuts 
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us up to the laft great day of judy. 
ment, when the wicked {hall b, 
turned into hell, and all the nations 
that forget God. For, Then fha! 
the dufl return to the carth as it wa, 
and the /pirit foall return unto God 
who gave it. Thus clofes king 
Solomon’s arguments, enforcing 
both the duty and importance of 
remembering God in the days of 
youth, fromthe confideration of the 
painsand infirmities of old age; and 
fromthe certainty of the foul’s im. 
mortality, and ofafuture judgment. 
Will you then, my young friends, 
ftill clofe your eyes upon the fa. 
cred page; ftill fhut your ears 2 
gainft the warning voice; and 
ftill harden your heart againft the 
duty of remembering God, as fo. 
lemnly enjoined? Will you, after 
reading this lift of the failings, 
troubles and trials of old age, and 
of the peculiar advantages of 
youth, their health and ftrength of 
body and mind, their ativity and 
capacity for enjoyment, ftill plead, 
that you are too young to remem: 
ber God, too young to begin a 
humble, prayerful, pious life? 
Will you vainly flatter yourfelves 
that old age will be a more con- 
venicnt time to begin a religious 
life ; that it will have fewer trials 
and difficulties to encounter than 
youth? If you honeftly fearch af- 
terthetruth, you plainly fee it 
will not be fo. You fee, that, 
on every account, youth is the 
beft poffible time to begin a reli- 
gious life; and, that the longer 
you negleét religion, the lefs is the 
profpect of your ever finding 4 


pard ning God. ZEPHO. 


QUESTION. 
MESS’RS EDITORS, 
AN explanation of Matthew 
¥. 23, 24. is requelted, by a con- 
ftant reader of your Evenzelica! 


Magazine. 
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————————————— prepared when fuch great prepar- 


as . ations are made in other refpects ? 
Religious Intelligence. | Is it not becaufe that for all thefe 
' things God will be inquired of, 
Extraét of a letter fi 4 Reo. Da- and a friends of ha Miffion, 
viv Bacon, Miffionary to the rea h ~ 
Indians, dated Mrenizimans- | 2PC%4ing too much on tempor 
means, and too little on his power 
wAc, May 18, 1803. 
| and grace, have offered more mo- 
“ THE fpirited exertions of | ney for my fupport than prayers 
the board of Truftees, and the | for my fanétification and fuccefs. 
liberal donations which are made They would do well to remember 
by the children of God, who are | that, next to the powerful accom 
ardently praying for the fuccefs  panying of the word, the fandtifi- 
of the Miffion to the Tndians, | cation of the Miffionary is of the 
loudly call for thankfgivings to | higheft importance. If the ef- 
the Great Infpirer of every good | feCtual fervent prayer of one right- 
defign, and afford the higheft en- | eous man availeth much, what 
couragement to hope, that the | might we not expe& from the 
Lord is about to do great things | united, effe€tual and fervent pray 
for thefe poor, wretched and long | ers of all the righteous who are 
negleéted heathen, who have been | fupporters of this Miffion? If 
for thoufands of years under the | they fhotild pray for a large meaf- 
entire fubjeCtion of the powers of | ure of grace to be beftowed on 
darknefs. The direCtors and fup- | their unworthy Miffionary, they 
porters of the Mifflion feem to | might reafonably hope that he 
have done their part, thus far, | would prefs forward through all 
very faithfully ; and as they have | dangers and difficulties, for the 
fowed bountifully they will doubt- | glory of God in the falvation’ of 
lefs reap bountifully. May that | the fouls of the poor heathen, tho” 
liberal foul in Vermont be reward- | he might have to endure hunger 
ed with a plentiful harveft of | and thirft, cold and nakednefs ; 
grace here, and of glory hereafter! | and that the Lord would do great 
[ pray that I may not be left to | things by him for the eftablifh. 
countera&t thefe noble exertions | ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom 
by flothfulnefs as a laborer, or to | where Chrift has not been named. 
walte, by unfaithfulnefs as a ftew- | «* I hope to fee my interpreter 
ard, the facred treafure which has | hete within a month. As foon 
been depofited for fuch a benevo- | as he comes I calculate to go di- 
leat and godlike purpofe. If the | relly to Arborcrofh, and fpend 
Lord was not fovereign in the | the moft of the time there through 
choice of inftruments to be em- | the fummer.”’ 
ployed, as well as in the ends to 
be anfwered, T could have no ORDINATION. 
hepes of fuccefs, unlefs baptized | On the 25thof May 1803, was 
afrefh with the fire of that love | ordained to the work of the Gof- 
which is ftronger than death. I | pel miniftry in Danxsvry, the 
know that it is my fin and thame | Rev. J/racel Ward, a Licentiate 
that I am fo deftitute of that faith, | from the Prefbytery of New-York. 
love, zeal and fortitude which are The Rev. Nathaniel Bartlett, of 
{oneceffary to fit me for the work. | Reading, made the introductory 
But why is it that I am fo un-' prayer, the Rev. Samuel Blatche 
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48 Poetry: 
ford, of Bridgport, preached the } 


fermon, the Rev. Ek/ba Rexford, 
of New-Stratford, made the con- 
fecrating prayer, the Rev. David 
Ely, of Huntington, gave the 
charge, the Rev, Stephen W. Steb- 
bins, of Stratford, gave the right 
hand of fellowfhip,; the Rev. Yoha 
Ely, of Bethel, made the conclu- 


ding prayer. 
ge 
POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED A$ ORIGINAL. 


The Penitent imploring Merey. 
PART I. 


i. 
EAR Saviour, fee a guilty foul 
Bedew thy feet with tcars; 
If my repentance be fincerc, 
Oh, diffipate my fears"! 


2. 
Remove thofe grievous loads of fin 
Which fink me to the duft ; 
Give me the fpirit of thy grace, 
And be thy name my truft! 


3. 

Shew me that though my fins are great, 
Thy love is greater fill; 

That fov’reign grace can overcome 
The mo obdurate will. 
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4. 

Give me that well eftablith’d faith 
That never yields to fcar ; 

Though duty’s path lie through the fes 
And ev'ry danger near. 


PART I. 


Z. 
MNIPOTENCE hath often chofe 
The humbleft means, to fhow 
That power divine,not human ftrengti, 
Could conquer Jesus’ foe. 
2. 
Oh, honor me with thy commands 
To fome poor flaves of fin : 
Oh, let me hear them fpeak thy nam:, 
And try thy love to win. 
3 
Sinners, can you behold his love 
And yet no forrow feel, 
That yeu have {@ ungrateful been, 
So long oppos’d his will? . 


By ev'ry moft endearing name 
He hath your fouls addrefs’d ; 

But you've neglected every call, 
Not willing to be bleft. 


5. 
Know then, if mercy will not move, 
That death attends his frown. 
Hopelefs remorfe and keen defpair 
Shail your falfe pleafures crown ! 


Then fhall no vifionary joy 
Illume the cheerlefs {cene ; 
But while eternity fhall laf, 
New horrors will begin. 
ALETHEA. 


. 


aa SS 


Daenations to the Miffionary Society of Conneficut, from May 19, to 


July 6. 
D. C, 
May 19. From Deacon David Hubbard, Glaftenbury, 2 
28. Ai friend of miffions, to purchafe books, : 5 58 
June 3. A ftranger from Berlin, . .  , 6 


10. Rev. Seth Willifton, contributed in new fettlements, 49 63 
28. A friend of miffions, to purchafe Teftaments, 20 


29. Froma Lady of Vermont, ‘ 
Samuel P. Robbins, Plymouth Maff. 


A friend of miffions, 


July 6« A friend of miffions, 
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